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Carrying On the Work

"The gifts he gave were that some would be
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists,
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints
for the work of ministry, for building up the body
of Christ..." –Ephesians 4:11-12

Fall is one of my favorite seasons in the life of
the church. As our ministry calendar fills with
opportunities to Encounter God, Embrace
Community, and Engage the World, we are
reminded that God continues to draw people
together and build His Church. This season
brings renewed energy through the joy of
welcoming new people, the continued growth of
our Next Gen ministries, the return of many
winter disciples (I don't care for the term
snowbirds when referring to members of the
church, but that's a conversation for another
day), and our vibrant worship and music ministry
that enriches our life together.

As we gather once again and participate in the
many activities of October and November, we
do so during a significant season of transition.
This fall, we celebrate the retirement of our
beloved Associate Pastor, Pastor Rachael.
Pastor Rachael's journey is deeply intertwined
with the story of KOG. She grew up here, was
nurtured in faith here, and from this
congregation answered God's call into ministry.
After faithfully serving in various churches, God
led her back home, where she has spent the last
eight years serving among us with grace,
wisdom, compassion, and unwavering
faithfulness.
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When Paul writes in Ephesians that pastors and teachers are called "to equip the saints for the
work of ministry," he gives us a vision for faithful leadership. The goal of ministry is never simply
what a pastor accomplishes. Rather, the calling of Christian leaders is to help God's people
discover how they, too, are called to love, serve, and participate in the mission of Christ.
As I reflect on Pastor Rachael's ministry among us, I believe this passage describes her well.
Certainly, she taught us Scripture and deepened our understanding of God's Word. Yet perhaps
her greatest lessons were not merely taught from a classroom, pulpit, or Learning Center. They
were demonstrated through the way she lived. She taught us how to cultivate a rich prayer life
with God. She taught us the importance of listening and showing up for one another. She
encouraged us to care for one another and serve our neighbors. 

Many of us have been encouraged by her prayers, challenged by her teaching, comforted by her
presence. Through countless conversations, ministry initiatives, visits, meals, prayers, and acts of
care, she has helped shape who we are as a congregation. As pastors, we sometimes wonder
what impact our work will ultimately have on the people and communities we serve. The answer
is rarely found in attendance numbers, programs, or accomplishments. The truest measure of
ministry is found in the lives of those who continue the work.

That is why Pastor Rachael's legacy will not be measured simply by what she did during her
years among us. Her legacy will be seen in how we carry on. As our ministries continue to grow,
as new people join KOG and as opportunities for ministry emerge before us, let us remember the
ways Pastor Rachael has equipped us for the work of ministry. Let us ask ourselves: How has
God used her to shape my faith? How has she challenged me to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?
The greatest testimony of her ministry will be found in the ways we continue living out those
lessons.

As I reflect on our time serving together, I can honestly say that Pastor Rachael has been a
genuine partner and co-laborer in the Gospel. Like so many of Paul's companions in ministry, her
relationship with this congregation is not defined by goodbye, but by gratitude, shared mission,
and abiding fellowship in Christ.

So, as we celebrate this new chapter in her life, we give thanks to God for her faithfulness. We
honor her years of service, rejoice in all that God has accomplished through her ministry, and
commit ourselves to carrying forward the work to which Christ has called us.

May we continue to be saints equipped for ministry, building up the body of Christ together.
And to Pastor Rachael, we say thank you. May God's blessing go with you in this next season. It
is not goodbye. It is simply until we meet again.

Amen.

Pastor Charles Newman  



Greetings King of Glory,

As I sit and write this, my last newsletter article as a pastor at King of Glory, I realize that I
am used to sharing the news.  Right now, it feels like I am the news.  Our time together is
quickly coming to a close.  This makes me sad and happy at the same time.  Joy and grief,
laughter through tears, this is my emotional state these days.  

My fervent hope is that King of Glory continues to be a vibrant and growing Christian
community.  Yes, I will leave a big hole initially, but others will come with new gifts and
perspectives.  There will be new opportunities and new relationships to build and nurture.
Change is hard, but inevitable.  This is the way of the Church.  KOG is not your Church or
my Church, but Christ’s Church.  By the Holy Spirit, Jesus is shaping our community.  Sr.
Pastor Charles and the Executive Council are listening and moving forward with care and
prayer.  

I think it is meaningful that my last Sunday as a pastor here is on Reformation Sunday,
October 25.  Reformation is what the Church does over and over again.  People move in
and out, from generation to generation.  The promise is that the Church will continue.  It
will be my pleasure to preach on Reformation as I believe that the resurrection power of
Jesus is moving through our community.  Reformation is happening all around us.  Things
will not be the same in my absence.  Yet, we will have new gifts and resources introduced
through the people who will step up.  

Thank you.  Thank you for the years of support and prayer.  Thank you for forgiving me for
my foibles and mistakes.  Thank you for being brave and bold in faith over these last years.
This will serve you well in the future.  Thank you, Sr. Pastor Charles, for your partnership
and leadership.  It has been a pleasure to serve with you.   Thank you to the staff team for
your collaboration, dedication and friendship.  Thank you, God, for the work of the Holy
Spirit that brought me home and now sends me on a new adventure.  

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

May we all trust this promise as we move into the future with faith, hope and love

Blessings,
Associate Pastor Rachael Dales



UPCOMING EVENTS & EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENTS

10/4 - Personal Care Kits
10/11 - Flu Shots
10/17 - Senior Resource Fair
10/24 - Fall Festival
10/25 -  

Reformation Sunday
Pastor Rachael’s
Retirement Celebration

11/1 - All Saints Sunday
11/15 - Barefoot Sunday
11/17 - Community
Conversation: The Wisdom in
the Age of AI
11/22 - Blood Drive
11/25 - Thanksgiving Worship &
Pie Social



UPCOMING EVENTS & EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENTS
11/29 - First Sunday in
Advent 
12/5 - Lefsa Making
12/6 - Blue Christmas
12/12 - Breakfast with Santa
12/13 -

Christmas Cantata
Hymns and Hops

12/17 - Pre-school
Christmas Program
12/24 - Christmas Eve
Services 
12/25 - Christmas Day
Service
12/27 - Christmas Carol
Sing-A-Long

Christmas Events



MESSAGE FROM MUSIC MINISTRY DIRECTOR
THOMAS STRAWSER

As we enter the fall(ish) season at KOG, we give thanks to God for the
wonderful gift of music and for the many ways music enriches our
worship and our life together at King of Glory. We are especially grateful
for this congregation and for your continued support of the Music
Ministry. Your joyful singing on Sunday mornings is a beautiful expression
of faith and a reminder that worship is something we do together. Thank
you for lending your voices, your encouragement, and your enthusiasm
each week.

A Grateful Farewell to Pastor Rachael Dales
Reformation Sunday will be a particularly meaningful day at King of Glory
as we celebrate the ministry of Pastor Rachael Dales and wish her a
heartfelt farewell as she begins her retirement years.

Pastor Rachael has made an enormous contribution to the life of our
congregation and the Music Ministry has been especially blessed by her
encouragement, appreciation, and love for music. She has consistently
recognized the important role music plays in worship and has supported
the musicians, choirs, ringers, and many others who share their gifts
through this ministry.

We are deeply grateful for the ways Pastor Rachael has encouraged us
to use our musical gifts in service to God and to the congregation. Her
presence, partnership, and friendship will be greatly missed. We wish
Pastor Rachael every blessing in this next chapter and hope that the
songs of King of Glory will continue to remind her of the many people
whose lives she has touched.

Thank you, Pastor Rachael, for all you have given to King of Glory and to
our Music Ministry! You will be missed!!!

ENCOUNTER GOD



Guitar Ensemble (All Ages) – 
Wednesdays, 5:30pm–6:30pm in the 
Music Room
Glory Ringers (Adult & Young
Adult Handbells) – Wednesdays,
5:15pm–6:30pm in the Sanctuary

Joy Ringers (Handbells) – 
Thursdays, 10:00am-11:00am in the
Sanctuary

Sanctuary Choir (Adult & Young
Adult Choir) – 
Wednesdays, 6:30pm–8:00pm in the
Music Room/Sanctuary

MESSAGE FROM MUSIC MINISTRY DIRECTOR
THOMAS STRAWSER

Get Involved in Music Ministry!

There are many opportunities to share your
musical gifts and be part of the Music
Ministry at King of Glory. Whether you have
participated for years or are considering
joining an ensemble for the first time, there
is a place for you! (See table at right)

We encourage you to come, try something
new, and discover the joy of making music
together. No matter your age or musical
experience, your voice and your gifts can
make a difference in the worship life of our
community.

As we move through Reformation,
Thanksgiving, and into the Advent season,
may our music continue to remind us of
God's faithfulness and inspire us to make a
joyful noise to the Lord.

“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the
Lord, all the earth.” — Psalm 96:1

With gratitude and joy,

The King of Glory Music Ministry

Next Generation Music (Children &
Youth) – Sundays, 9:00am–10:00am in
the Sanctuary/Music Room

For more details, contact Tommy at
tommys@kogaz.org

Get Involved in Music Ministry!

We welcome new participants at any
time—come and make music with us!

ENCOUNTER GOD



ENCOUNTER GOD

ADULT FORUM | Sundays 9:15am in the Learning Center
Join us for Adult Forum, a welcoming Sunday gathering where adults come together for
thoughtful conversation, learning, and spiritual growth. Rooted in faith and open to
curiosity, we explore the connections between our beliefs and the realities of everyday
life. 
 
Together we engage topics such as Scripture, spirituality, theology, current issues,
civic engagement, justice, the arts, culture. Through discussion, reflection, and shared
wisdom, we seek deeper understanding, meaningful connection, and faithful ways of
living in today's world. 
 
Whether you are lifelong in your faith journey or simply searching for a place to ask
questions and explore, Adult Forum offers a welcoming space for conversation,
discovery, and growth. Come join us as we learn from one another and explore how faith
informs the way we live, serve, create, and engage with the world. 
 
OCTOBER TOPICS  
Oct 4 – Personal Hygiene Kit Assembly (in the HUB) 
Oct. 11 - Planning with Peace of Mind: Advance Directives   
Oct. 18 – Growing Together: A 4th Quarter Update   
Oct. 25 – Pastor Rachael Retirement Celebration Sunday 
 
NOVEMBER TOPICS 
Nov. 1 – The Conflict Between Science and Faith by Dr. David Pearson Part I 
Nov. 8 – The Conflict Between Science and Faith by Dr. David Pearson Part II 
Nov. 15 – Planning with Peace of Mind: Funeral Planning and Final Wishes  
Nov. 22 – Planning with Peace of Mind: Estate Planning and your Legacy   



STEPHEN MINISTRY AND PASTORAL CARE TEAM
This team extends Pastoral Care beyond our pastors. Our team includes
Stephen Ministers and lay Pastoral Care and Communion providers. If you
are in need of spiritual support, individual prayer and home communion,
please be in contact with Pastor Charles. The team would be glad to serve
you. This team meets regularly for continuing education, mutual support, and
prayer. We are blessed with generous and skilled pastoral visitors. If you are
interested in joining the team, contact Pastor Charles. 

ENCOUNTER GOD

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY & LUNCH

The Book of Ecclesiastes

Second Tuesday of the month -
October 13

11:30 Lunch - 12:10 Study 

Where to Turn When Life Lets You Down

Life is a gift, but it rarely turns out how we expect. We’re convinced things like wealth, 

power, fame, and control will give us meaning and lead us to a flourishing life—but, every 

time, they let us down. So where do we go when the bottom falls out? Where do we turn 

when things are going great but we still feel empty?

In this series, pastor Jonathan "JP" Pokluda takes us through the book of Ecclesiastes and 

shows us that we are not alone in our search for meaning. Join JP and discover how God 

himself, not the things of this world, satisfies our deepest desires for meaning. 



ENCOUNTER GOD

November & On: Women's Bible Study Returns with Pastor Pat Reed

 We are excited to announce that Pastor Pat Reed will be resuming leadership of our
monthly Women's Bible Study. Pastor Pat brings a wealth of experience, wisdom, and
a deep love for helping people grow in faith through Scripture and meaningful
conversation.

Ordained in 2001, Pastor Pat studied at Fuller Seminary Southwest and Pacific
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley, California. Before entering pastoral
ministry, she worked as an analytical chemist and later earned a degree in library
science, bringing both a thoughtful and practical perspective to her ministry.

Throughout her years of service, Pastor Pat has served as associate pastor at
Resurrection Lutheran Church in Scottsdale and as pastor of St. Andrew Lutheran
Church in Phoenix, where she faithfully served for more than twelve years until her
retirement in 2018. Her ministry has also included service as a Synod Council
representative, Dean of the Capital Conference, Spiritual Director on numerous
Cursillo weekends, and instructor for Diakonia classes. Since 2021, she has served as
a Transition Coach for congregations in the Grand Canyon Synod seeking pastoral
leadership.

A Phoenix resident since 1986, Pastor Pat enjoys
traveling with her husband, Mike, and spending time
with their large blended family, which includes five
daughters, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

We are grateful for Pastor Pat's willingness to share
her gifts with our congregation once again. Whether
you are new to Bible study or have participated for
years, this is a wonderful opportunity to deepen your
faith, build relationships, and explore God's Word
together. We hope you'll join us as Pastor Pat leads
us in learning, discussion, and spiritual growth.



UPCOMING EVENTS FROM PRESCHOOL-DIRECTOR CINDY STARK

EMBRACE COMMUNITY

As the crisp autumn air sets in, KOG preschool is buzzing with excitement for the
colorful season ahead. This fall, our little learners are diving into hands-on
discoveries as they explore the changing vibrant leaves, learn all about how
pumpkins grow, and discover life on the farm. Meanwhile, our PreK students are
taking on exciting new milestones, focusing on mastering the concept of opposites
and practicing how to memorize their home phone numbers. It promises to be a
wonderful season filled with curiosity, growth, and cozy autumn fun!

You can see other amazing events happening in the preschool this fall below. 



Inspired by a memorable summer spent playing “Where’s Waldo?”
throughout Gilbert, we are launching a new children’s ministry
adventure called “Where’s Legacy?” to help our kids explore and
connect with the entire King of Glory campus. Legacy the Lion, our
newest friend, represents the bold, brave, and faithful life Jesus calls
us to live through courageous love, radical grace, and active faith.
Throughout the coming weeks, children will search for Legacy in
various locations around campus, discovering that faith is not just
something we learn, but something we live out every day. Clues and
sightings will be shared through worship slides and social media, and
maps will be available to guide the adventure. When children find
Legacy, or a picture of him, they can have a staff member sign off on
that location as they continue exploring all the places that make up
their church home.

MESSAGE FROM AMY JO SNOW - 
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY 

EMBRACE COMMUNITY



MESSAGE FROM CHRISTY HEGEBUSH - 
DIRECTOR OF NEXT GENERATION 

EMBRACE COMMUNITY

Sunday learning 10:30-11:30am

Next Gen Sundays are the 3  Sunday of the month. See Christy to sign up for a
spot to help out in service

rd

LOFT nights are the 3  Sunday of each month for grades 6-12. Come join us for
food fun and fellowship as we dive deeper into living our faith in today's world. 

rd

Make sure you have the Church Center app to stay up to date on events and
happenings.

KOG Next Gen has been collecting offering all year to support the ELCA Good
Gifts. So far they have purchased:
3 sets of chicks
2 honey bee farms
2 pigs
1 goat

Our goal is to use the offering money to buy as many animals as we can this
year to support this project. We are also working on a fish farm. We have $25
out of the $250 needed for that one. Stop by the LOFT to see our farm board
and our progress.



EMBRACE COMMUNITY

Flu Shots
October 11th | 8:30am-12:00pm

In the KOG Center

In addition to flu shots, a limited number of COVID-19,
shingles, and RSV vaccines will be available, so
please arrive early if you are interested in receiving
one. The updated COVID-19 vaccine is recommended
for adults ages 12-64 with certain underlying health
conditions, as well as pregnant individuals and others
at higher risk, while healthy adults may also be
eligible after discussing it with a healthcare provider
or pharmacist. The shingles vaccine is a two-dose
series recommended for adults age 50 and older and
immunocompromised adults age 19 and older, with
the second dose given 2 to 6 months after the first.
The RSV vaccine is recommended as a one-time dose
for all adults age 75 and older and for adults ages
50-74 who are at increased risk for severe RSV illness
due to chronic health conditions or other risk factors.
Please bring a photo ID and your insurance card!

Blood Drive 
November 22nd | 8:30-11:30am 

In the KOG Center 

We are excited to host a Blood Drive and invite
members of our congregation and community
to participate in this life-saving opportunity. At
our last blood drive, 13 units of blood were
collected which have the potential to help 26 or
more hospital patients! We encourage all
eligible donors to take part and join us in
supporting this important effort to care for our
neighbors and strengthen our community.

Health Ministry



EMBRACE COMMUNITY
Agape College & Young Adult Ministry: A Place to Connect, Grow, and Belong

 
Are you a young adult looking for community, conversation, and opportunities to grow in
faith? The Agape College & Young Adult Ministry welcomes young adults ages 18-35 to join
us each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. for coffee, conversation, and connection. Whether you're a
college student, a young professional, or navigating a new season of life, this is a
welcoming space to build relationships and explore your faith journey alongside others. 
For more information about our Sunday gatherings and young adult ministry opportunities,
please contact Phillip and Jennifer Howard. ASU students are encouraged to connect with
Gracie Carter for upcoming opportunities to gather, serve, and build community on campus
throughout the year. 

Looking Ahead: ELCA Young Adult Gathering 2027 
Young adults are also invited to begin looking ahead to the 2027 ELCA Young Adult
Gathering, which will take place alongside the 2027 Gathering in Minneapolis. Individuals
who will be 18 to 35 years old at the time of the Gathering are eligible to attend. 
While the age range includes adults ages 18-35, organizers anticipate that much of the
programming will be designed for participants ages 18-25. All attendees will be placed in
an age-based small group, providing opportunities to build meaningful connections and
share the experience with peers throughout the event. 
Please note that individuals interested in attending the ELCA Young Adult Gathering must
register separately from any congregational group that may be attending the ELCA Youth
Gathering. 

If you're interested in learning more about
the Young Adult Gathering or other
opportunities through Agape's College &
Young Adult Ministry, we'd love to help you
get connected. Join us on Sunday mornings
and discover a community where faith,
friendship, and purpose come together. 

Sundays | 9:15 a.m. | 
Coffee & Conversation 
Contact: Phillip & Jennifer Howard 
ASU Students: Contact Gracie Carter for
campus connection opportunities. 



EMBRACE COMMUNITY

Monday Night Zoom
This group meets by Zoom for bible study and
mutual ministry on most Monday evenings at 7
p.m. Contact Pastor Rachael to get the Zoom
Link at RachaelD@kogaz.org. All are welcome.

Men’s Bible Study
All men of KOG and their friends are invited to
participate in this Zoom Bible Study discussion
group at 7am every other Wednesday. Joining in
the fellowship of this group is a great way to
become acquainted with your fellow believers
at KOG. Email Bill Coghlan for more details at
wacoghlan@yahoo.com.

Thankgsiving Worship 
& Pie Social 

Join us on Thanksgiving Eve
for a special service of
gratitude and praise as we
give thanks for God’s
blessings. Following worship,
stay for a pie social and
enjoy fellowship,
conversation, and delicious
desserts with our church
family. 



EMBRACE COMMUNITY

Stitch-A-Smile
This is the team behind Quilt Sunday which will be
happening November 22nd. This group meets in the
Community Room on most Thursdays from 9 to noon.
They sew quilts, walker bags, and stuff for babies. What
is made is donated to various organizations for
distribution. There are things to do that you don’t even
have to be skilled with thread and needles. To join, just
show up. It is a fabulous way to be productive and
supported. 

Care Cards
This team meets on most Wednesdays at
12:30 in the Learning Center. They make
cards for all kinds of occasions and sends
them out to members and friends. You
probably have received a card from them.
Join in the fun and service just by showing
up. Everything needed is supplied.

This social gathering meets to play on
most Wednesdays in the Learning Center
from 10am to noon. Bring a snack to
share and relaxed attitude as this is not
a competitive group. Come play and
laugh with KOG friends.

Dominoes for the Ageless



EMBRACE COMMUNITY



ENGAGE THE WORLD

God’s Work Our Hands - Personal Care Kits
October 4 | 9:00AM-12:00PM   

Join us as we come together to assemble Personal Care
Kits for Lutheran World Relief, providing essential items to
individuals and families facing hardship around the
world. These kits offer comfort, dignity, and practical
support to people affected by poverty, disasters, and
other challenging circumstances. This hands-on service
opportunity is a meaningful way to make a difference
and share God's love with those in need. Everyone is
welcome to participate as we work together to support
our global neighbors through this important ministry.

Senior Resource Fair 
October 17 | 9:00AM-12:00PM 

We invite you to join us for our Senior Resource
Fair, a special event designed to provide
valuable information, practical tools, and
meaningful connections for older adults,
caregivers, and family members. Through
engaging workshops and informative discussions,
participants will learn about navigating
Medicare and healthcare options, planning for
aging in place, caring for the caregiver,
understanding important financial and legal
considerations, and finding ways to stay healthy,
connected, and active. Whether you are
planning for the future, supporting a loved one,
or seeking helpful community resources, this
event offers an excellent opportunity to gain
knowledge, ask questions, and connect with
local experts. All are welcome to attend.



ENGAGE THE WORLD
Fall Festival

October 24 | 4:00PM - 6:00PM  

Join us for a fun-filled Fall Festival featuring games,
activities, and our popular Trunk-or-Treat, where
children can collect treats from creatively
decorated vehicles while families enjoy fellowship,
laughter, and seasonal fun. We invite everyone to
come in a family-friendly costume and celebrate
with friends and neighbors. 

We also need volunteers to decorate trunks and
help run games, so please register through Church
Center if you would like to assist. If volunteering is
not an option, donations of candy for trunks,
pumpkins for games and decorations, candy corn,
and game prizes are greatly appreciated. 🍂🎃🍬

IHELP Meal Ministry
 (Housing and Human Services)

Looking for a meaningful way to serve our community? Join IHELP (Interfaith Homeless
Emergency Lodging Program) as a meal prep volunteer on the 3rd Thursday of the month at
KOG. IHELP provides shelter, meals, and support for our unsheltered neighbors. This is a great
opportunity for individuals, families, and groups to serve together. To sign up or learn more,
contact the church office or sign up on Church Center and help share Christ’s love through
hospitality and presence.



BAREFOOT SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 15 | 8:00AM & 10:30AM SERVICES

ENGAGE THE WORLD

What would it feel like to walk a day in someone else’s shoes... or without them? 

Inspired by Brandon Hatmaker’s Barefoot Church: Serving the Least in a Consumer Culture,
we invite you to participate in Barefoot Sunday on Nov. 15th as a meaningful act of prayer,
compassion, and awareness. During worship, we will pray for our I-HELP guests, our
unsheltered neighbors, and people around the world who lack access to basic necessities,
including proper footwear. 
 
As part of our worship, you are invited to bring a pair of new or gently used shoes and place
them at the altar as an offering of love and support. Those who are able are encouraged to
walk barefoot for the remainder of the day as a tangible reminder of the challenges faced
by many in our community and throughout the world. 
 
We recognize that some individuals need to wear shoes for medical, mobility, or safety
reasons. Please participate in the way that is best for you, knowing that your prayers,
presence, and donated shoes are a meaningful contribution to this shared experience. 
Together, let us take a step toward greater compassion, deeper awareness, and faithful
service to our neighbors. Come barefoot, bring shoes, and help us walk in solidarity with
those in need. 



Community Conversation: The Wisdom in the Age of AI 
November 17 | 7:00PM  

As artificial intelligence rapidly becomes part of our daily lives, many of us are asking important
questions: How should we engage with these powerful technologies? What does wisdom look like
in a world increasingly shaped by machines? How can people of faith respond thoughtfully and
faithfully to the opportunities and challenges AI presents? 

You are warmly invited to join us for a special Community Conversation on "Wisdom in the Age of
AI," featuring guest speaker Phillip Howard. This timely discussion will explore the intersection of
technology, ethics, human flourishing, and faith, offering practical insights for navigating a
changing world. 

Artificial intelligence is already influencing how we work, learn, communicate, and make
decisions. While these innovations bring exciting possibilities, they also raise deeper questions
about truth, trust, creativity, relationships, and what it means to be human. As followers of Christ,
we are called not simply to keep pace with technological change, but to approach it with
discernment, compassion, and wisdom. 

Phillip Howard will guide our conversation by examining both the promise and the responsibility
that accompany emerging technologies. Together, we will consider how faith communities can
contribute thoughtful voices to public discussions about AI and how Christian values can help
shape a future that honors human dignity and serves the common good. 
This event is designed for everyone, regardless of technical background. Whether you are excited
about AI, concerned about its impact, or simply curious about the conversation, you will find a
welcoming space for learning, reflection, and dialogue. 

Join us as we gather as a community to explore one of the most significant developments of our
time and seek wisdom together for the road ahead. 

ENGAGE THE WORLD



ENGAGE THE WORLD

Do Justice Love Mercy Team

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the
Lord require of you?  To act justly and love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God.  Micah 6:8

The Do Justice Love Mercy Ministry Team continues to focus on
disaster response and emergency preparedness,
education/awareness, housing and human services, and
sustainability and resilience.

During the summer months, KOG members donated a total of
7618 bottles of water to collection sites in Tempe to help keep
our neighbors hydrated in the Arizona heat.  

Additionally, we continued hosting unsheltered neighbors in the
I-HELP program every Thursday with a KOG team preparing and
serving a meal the third Thursday of each month. During the last
quarter we provided a staff lunch as part of our partnership with
Fuller Elementary School and sent teams to City Hope and Feed
My Starving Children to support their efforts which are local and
international.

Coming up, on Sunday, October 4, the DJLM Ministry Team will organize a project for
Lutheran World Relief (LWR). We will have an opportunity for congregants to assist in
assembling personal care kits that will then be distributed by LWR to places of need across
the globe. Last year we assembled 300 kits, and this year our goal is 350. Stop by the Hub
between church services that Sunday to join those efforts. 

The DJLM Team is in the process of planning the Christmas Giving Tree of Love. There will be
opportunities for KOG members and friends to donate either cash or specific gifts to select
local organizations. Stay tuned for more details and ways you can share in the spirit of
giving to others in the glory and celebration of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

If you would like to be part of the DJLM Team or any of our initiatives, please contact the
office or Cheryl Foster at clfosterus@yahoo.com. 



ENGAGE THE WORLD
FRIENDSHIP VILLAGE CIRCLE OF FRIENDS

Nearly Every Thursday at Friendship Village ARC, 2 to 3 PM
God Never Gives Up on You - Max Lucado

God’s grace is greater than your biggest setback!
God enacts his perfect plan through imperfect people
—including you and me!

In this five-session Bible study, you will see how God
used Jacob—the misbehaving patriarch who was
strong on savvy but weak on conscience—simply
because God chose to use Jacob. His story invites us
to believe in a God who sticks with the unworthy until
we are safely at home. God turns brokenness into
blessings through his grace, mercy, and relentless
love. Not just for Bible characters, but for you. God
Never Gives Up on YOU. This is a community bible
study and all are welcome. 

October 29 – November 19 | Love in Chaos: Good News for a Divided Culture
We don't have to look far to see division in our world. Many people feel confused,
frustrated, and overwhelmed by the challenges around us. In this series, we'll explore
what it means to follow Jesus faithfully in difficult times and discover how God's love can
guide us through the chaos. Together, we'll learn practical ways to live with purpose,
extend grace to others, and bring hope to a divided world.

December 3 – December 17 | The Wonder of Christmas: A Fresh Look at the Story of
Advent
The Christmas story is familiar, but what happens when we revisit it with fresh eyes?
During this Advent series, we'll journey through the Gospel of Luke and rediscover the
wonder of Christ's birth. Together, we'll reflect on God's presence, the good news of
Jesus, and the hope, joy, and promise that Christmas brings to our lives and our world.

Whether you are new to Bible study or have studied Scripture for years, Circle of Friends
is a place to grow in faith, build meaningful relationships, and experience God's
encouragement. Come join us as we learn, share, and grow together. For more
information contact the Church Office.



ENGAGE THE WORLD
Temple Emanuel Celebrates the High Holy Days at KOG

As Temple Emanuel celebrated the Jewish High Holy Days at King of Glory, we
were blessed by their extraordinary generosity and partnership. During this
meaningful time of worship and reflection, members of Temple Emanuel
donated a large collection of food items to support King of Glory’s food cart
ministry. Their thoughtful gifts will help provide nourishment and hope to many
individuals and families in our community who are experiencing food insecurity.
We are deeply grateful for their kindness and compassion.

This generous donation is a wonderful example of people of faith coming
together to serve others. We give heartfelt thanks to Temple Emanuel for sharing
their abundance and demonstrating such care for our neighbors in need. Their
support reminds us that acts of generosity build bridges between communities
and make a lasting difference in the lives of those we serve. We are honored to
have hosted their High Holy Day celebrations and thankful for this meaningful
expression of partnership and goodwill.



ENGAGE THE WORLD
CARE FOR CREATION

According to the United Nations UN News, 1.7 billion people lack basic hygiene
services at home, and 2.1 billion people still lack access to safe drinking water - that
is 1 in 4 people on the globe! As climate change intensifies, and groundwater
extraction increases, several countries are now reaching a “point of water
bankruptcy”, a condition marked by irreversible losses of natural water capital. 

Although access to drinking water is a human right for all, the water crisis
disproportionately affects vulnerable communities, future generations, and non-
human life that has no voice in political or economic systems. Impacts on
ecosystems and biodiversity are devastating: according to the World Wide Fund for
Nature, we are facing catastrophic declines in aquatic wildlife, with freshwater
populations dropping by a staggering 85 % and marine populations by 56 % in the
last 50 years.

From a theological perspective, this crisis reflects broken relationships — between
humankind and God, within the human family itself, and between human beings and
other living beings. Furthermore, it is of paramount importance to stress that water
pollution has implications related to social justice and equity.

The Season of Creation began with the Orthodox Church in the late 1980s. The
World Council of Churches then took up the cause, bringing along many branches of
Christianity. The season starts 1 September (the Day of Prayer for Creation) and ends
4 October (the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology beloved by
many Christian denominations). Throughout the month-long celebration, the world’s
2.2 billion Christians come together to care for our common home.



Alvin Kitts October 8th
Jerry Madson October 25th

Lavona Sullivan October 28th
Marilyn Ferguson November 18th

Mary Eklund December 11th
Marilyn Thompson December 31st

BIRTHDAYS 90 YEARS AND OVER 
& 

ANNIVERSARIES 50 YEARS AND OVER

Al & Cecilia Dahl October 1  (60th)st

Jim & Hjordis Wallace October 23  (55th)rd

Lee & Joan Montei December 7  (63rd)th

Charles and Minyonne Newman December 12  (56th)th

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
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	KINGDOM LIVING WITH PASTOR CHARLES
	Carrying On the Work
	"The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ..." –Ephesians 4:11-12
	Fall is one of my favorite seasons in the life of the church. As our ministry calendar fills with opportunities to Encounter God, Embrace Community, and Engage the World, we are reminded that God continues to draw people together and build His Church. This season brings renewed energy through the joy of welcoming new people, the continued growth of our Next Gen ministries, the return of many winter disciples (I don't care for the term snowbirds when referring to members of the church, but that's a conversation for another day), and our vibrant worship and music ministry that enriches our life together.
	As we gather once again and participate in the many activities of October and November, we do so during a significant season of transition. This fall, we celebrate the retirement of our beloved Associate Pastor, Pastor Rachael.  Pastor Rachael's journey is deeply intertwined with the story of KOG. She grew up here, was nurtured in faith here, and from this congregation answered God's call into ministry. After faithfully serving in various churches, God led her back home, where she has spent the last eight years serving among us with grace, wisdom, compassion, and unwavering faithfulness.



	When Paul writes in Ephesians that pastors and teachers are called "to equip the saints for the work of ministry," he gives us a vision for faithful leadership. The goal of ministry is never simply what a pastor accomplishes. Rather, the calling of Christian leaders is to help God's people discover how they, too, are called to love, serve, and participate in the mission of Christ.
	As I reflect on Pastor Rachael's ministry among us, I believe this passage describes her well. Certainly, she taught us Scripture and deepened our understanding of God's Word. Yet perhaps her greatest lessons were not merely taught from a classroom, pulpit, or Learning Center. They were demonstrated through the way she lived. She taught us how to cultivate a rich prayer life with God. She taught us the importance of listening and showing up for one another. She encouraged us to care for one another and serve our neighbors.
	Many of us have been encouraged by her prayers, challenged by her teaching, comforted by her presence. Through countless conversations, ministry initiatives, visits, meals, prayers, and acts of care, she has helped shape who we are as a congregation. As pastors, we sometimes wonder what impact our work will ultimately have on the people and communities we serve. The answer is rarely found in attendance numbers, programs, or accomplishments. The truest measure of ministry is found in the lives of those who continue the work.
	That is why Pastor Rachael's legacy will not be measured simply by what she did during her years among us. Her legacy will be seen in how we carry on. As our ministries continue to grow, as new people join KOG and as opportunities for ministry emerge before us, let us remember the ways Pastor Rachael has equipped us for the work of ministry. Let us ask ourselves: How has God used her to shape my faith? How has she challenged me to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? The greatest testimony of her ministry will be found in the ways we continue living out those lessons.
	As I reflect on our time serving together, I can honestly say that Pastor Rachael has been a genuine partner and co-laborer in the Gospel. Like so many of Paul's companions in ministry, her relationship with this congregation is not defined by goodbye, but by gratitude, shared mission, and abiding fellowship in Christ.
	So, as we celebrate this new chapter in her life, we give thanks to God for her faithfulness. We honor her years of service, rejoice in all that God has accomplished through her ministry, and commit ourselves to carrying forward the work to which Christ has called us.
	May we continue to be saints equipped for ministry, building up the body of Christ together.
	And to Pastor Rachael, we say thank you. May God's blessing go with you in this next season. It is not goodbye. It is simply until we meet again.
	Amen.
	Pastor Charles Newman
	Greetings King of Glory,
	As I sit and write this, my last newsletter article as a pastor at King of Glory, I realize that I am used to sharing the news.  Right now, it feels like I am the news.  Our time together is quickly coming to a close.  This makes me sad and happy at the same time.  Joy and grief, laughter through tears, this is my emotional state these days.
	My fervent hope is that King of Glory continues to be a vibrant and growing Christian community.  Yes, I will leave a big hole initially, but others will come with new gifts and perspectives.  There will be new opportunities and new relationships to build and nurture.  Change is hard, but inevitable.  This is the way of the Church.  KOG is not your Church or my Church, but Christ’s Church.  By the Holy Spirit, Jesus is shaping our community.  Sr. Pastor Charles and the Executive Council are listening and moving forward with care and prayer.
	I think it is meaningful that my last Sunday as a pastor here is on Reformation Sunday, October 25.  Reformation is what the Church does over and over again.  People move in and out, from generation to generation.  The promise is that the Church will continue.  It will be my pleasure to preach on Reformation as I believe that the resurrection power of Jesus is moving through our community.  Reformation is happening all around us.  Things will not be the same in my absence.  Yet, we will have new gifts and resources introduced through the people who will step up.
	Thank you.  Thank you for the years of support and prayer.  Thank you for forgiving me for my foibles and mistakes.  Thank you for being brave and bold in faith over these last years.  This will serve you well in the future.  Thank you, Sr. Pastor Charles, for your partnership and leadership.  It has been a pleasure to serve with you.   Thank you to the staff team for your collaboration, dedication and friendship.  Thank you, God, for the work of the Holy Spirit that brought me home and now sends me on a new adventure.
	“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
	May we all trust this promise as we move into the future with faith, hope and love
	Blessings,
	Associate Pastor Rachael Dales
	10/4 - Personal Care Kits
	10/11 - Flu Shots
	10/17 - Senior Resource Fair
	10/24 - Fall Festival
	10/25 -
	Reformation Sunday
	Pastor Rachael’s Retirement Celebration
	11/1 - All Saints Sunday
	11/15 - Barefoot Sunday
	11/17 - Community Conversation: The Wisdom in the Age of AI
	11/22 - Blood Drive
	11/25 - Thanksgiving Worship & Pie Social
	Christmas Events
	11/29 - First Sunday in Advent
	12/5 - Lefsa Making
	12/6 - Blue Christmas
	12/12 - Breakfast with Santa
	12/13 -
	Christmas Cantata
	Hymns and Hops
	12/17 - Pre-school Christmas Program
	12/24 - Christmas Eve Services
	12/25 - Christmas Day Service
	12/27 - Christmas Carol Sing-A-Long

	ENCOUNTER GOD
	MESSAGE FROM MUSIC MINISTRY DIRECTOR THOMAS STRAWSER
	ENCOUNTER GOD
	MESSAGE FROM MUSIC MINISTRY DIRECTOR THOMAS STRAWSER
	Get Involved in Music Ministry!
	There are many opportunities to share your musical gifts and be part of the Music Ministry at King of Glory. Whether you have participated for years or are considering joining an ensemble for the first time, there is a place for you! (See table at right)
	We encourage you to come, try something new, and discover the joy of making music together. No matter your age or musical experience, your voice and your gifts can make a difference in the worship life of our community.
	As we move through Reformation, Thanksgiving, and into the Advent season, may our music continue to remind us of God's faithfulness and inspire us to make a joyful noise to the Lord.
	“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.” — Psalm 96:1
	With gratitude and joy,
	The King of Glory Music Ministry
	Get Involved in Music Ministry!
	For more details, contact Tommy at tommys@kogaz.org




	ENCOUNTER GOD
	ADULT FORUM | Sundays 9:15am in the Learning Center
	OCTOBER TOPICS
	NOVEMBER TOPICS


	ENCOUNTER GOD
	STEPHEN MINISTRY AND PASTORAL CARE TEAM
	This team extends Pastoral Care beyond our pastors. Our team includes Stephen Ministers and lay Pastoral Care and Communion providers. If you are in need of spiritual support, individual prayer and home communion, please be in contact with Pastor Charles. The team would be glad to serve you. This team meets regularly for continuing education, mutual support, and prayer. We are blessed with generous and skilled pastoral visitors. If you are interested in joining the team, contact Pastor Charles.

	WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY & LUNCH
	The Book of Ecclesiastes
	Second Tuesday of the month - October 13
	11:30 Lunch - 12:10 Study
	Where to Turn When Life Lets You Down
	In this series, pastor Jonathan "JP" Pokluda takes us through the book of Ecclesiastes and
	shows us that we are not alone in our search for meaning. Join JP and discover how God
	himself, not the things of this world, satisfies our deepest desires for meaning.



	ENCOUNTER GOD
	November & On: Women's Bible Study Returns with Pastor Pat Reed

	EMBRACE COMMUNITY
	UPCOMING EVENTS FROM PRESCHOOL-DIRECTOR CINDY STARK

	EMBRACE COMMUNITY
	MESSAGE FROM AMY JO SNOW -
	DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY

	EMBRACE COMMUNITY
	MESSAGE FROM CHRISTY HEGEBUSH -
	DIRECTOR OF NEXT GENERATION

	EMBRACE COMMUNITY
	Health Ministry
	Flu Shots
	October 11th | 8:30am-12:00pm
	In the KOG Center
	Blood Drive
	November 22nd | 8:30-11:30am
	In the KOG Center
	We are excited to host a Blood Drive and invite members of our congregation and community to participate in this life-saving opportunity. At our last blood drive, 13 units of blood were collected which have the potential to help 26 or more hospital patients! We encourage all eligible donors to take part and join us in supporting this important effort to care for our neighbors and strengthen our community.


	EMBRACE COMMUNITY
	Agape College & Young Adult Ministry: A Place to Connect, Grow, and Belong

	EMBRACE COMMUNITY
	Thankgsiving Worship
	& Pie Social
	Men’s Bible Study
	Monday Night Zoom

	EMBRACE COMMUNITY
	Dominoes for the Ageless
	This social gathering meets to play on most Wednesdays in the Learning Center from 10am to noon. Bring a snack to share and relaxed attitude as this is not a competitive group. Come play and laugh with KOG friends.

	Care Cards
	This team meets on most Wednesdays at 12:30 in the Learning Center. They make cards for all kinds of occasions and sends them out to members and friends. You probably have received a card from them. Join in the fun and service just by showing up. Everything needed is supplied.

	Stitch-A-Smile

	EMBRACE COMMUNITY
	ENGAGE THE WORLD
	God’s Work Our Hands - Personal Care Kits
	October 4 | 9:00AM-12:00PM
	Senior Resource Fair
	October 17 | 9:00AM-12:00PM

	ENGAGE THE WORLD
	Fall Festival
	October 24 | 4:00PM - 6:00PM
	IHELP Meal Ministry
	(Housing and Human Services)
	Looking for a meaningful way to serve our community? Join IHELP (Interfaith Homeless Emergency Lodging Program) as a meal prep volunteer on the 3rd Thursday of the month at KOG. IHELP provides shelter, meals, and support for our unsheltered neighbors. This is a great opportunity for individuals, families, and groups to serve together. To sign up or learn more, contact the church office or sign up on Church Center and help share Christ’s love through hospitality and presence.



	ENGAGE THE WORLD
	BAREFOOT SUNDAY
	NOVEMBER 15 | 8:00AM & 10:30AM SERVICES

	ENGAGE THE WORLD
	Community Conversation: The Wisdom in the Age of AI
	November 17 | 7:00PM

	ENGAGE THE WORLD
	Do Justice Love Mercy Team

	ENGAGE THE WORLD
	FRIENDSHIP VILLAGE CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
	Nearly Every Thursday at Friendship Village ARC, 2 to 3 PM
	God Never Gives Up on You - Max Lucado


	ENGAGE THE WORLD
	Temple Emanuel Celebrates the High Holy Days at KOG

	ENGAGE THE WORLD
	CARE FOR CREATION
	BIRTHDAYS 90 YEARS AND OVER
	&
	ANNIVERSARIES 50 YEARS AND OVER
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