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JUNE/JULY 2021 NEWSLETTER 

Ten Past-Presidents gathered on May 22nd for an annual preview of the Congregational 
Meeting agenda items as well as general reflection on the state of the Church.  Sentiment 
was strong for how well we have handled Covid protocols, the wonderful job staff are 
doing, and also a shared sense of urgency in hiring our next Youth Pastor.  We are blessed 
to have so many living and actively involved lay leaders!  Join them for a public preview of 
the same items and discussion at an informal Info Meeting on Sunday, June 6, at 9am in 
the Fellowship Hall and the Congregational Meeting proper on June 13 at 9am in the 
Sanctuary. Annual reports will be available beginning June 6. 
(The Congregational Meeting will be live-streamed for those unable to attend in person.)  

KOG campus is now a Certified Wildlife Habitat! 

Our new landscaping will soon be more than just a 'pretty face'. As trees and 
shrubs start to mature, by design it will soon become a haven for many of 
God's critters, too!  

 
KOG has been officially designated as a Certified Wildlife Habitat® site with the 
National Wildlife Federation and Arizona Wildlife Federation. This certification 
supports habitat requirements for urban wildlife by providing food (berries, 
seeds, and nectar), shelter (foliage and cover), water (via drip emitters on our 
extensive irrigation system) and space to potentially raise their young.  

 
Please join us in celebration as we give thanks and praise for a successful 
restoration project that supersedes aesthetics and provides a healthy habitat to 
benefit birds, butterflies, insects, and other species! 
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Summer is here! We wrapped up our program year with a great sense of accomplishment in the face of 
great challenges, but praise God for the growth and blessings that we experienced this year.  Even 
though summer is a generally quieter time around campus, we still have quite a bit of ministry activity on 
the schedule.  I’m especially looking forward to the Youth Retreat, a planned summer Music Camp, 
several family ministry fellowship gatherings, and more!  Also of significance this summer, I will be on 
sabbatical for four weeks; as I type I am on a flight to Istanbul, Turkey, from which begins a two-week 
pilgrimage in the footsteps of Apostle Paul.  I can’t wait to return and share what I learn and blessings 
received.   
 
On June 13th we have our next Congregational Meeting and these are often ordinary, but this year’s 
budget reflects the first proposed increase in over five years for the explicit purpose of our hiring a full-
time Youth Pastor. In conversation after conversation with you, I keep hearing a strong concern for the 
spiritual well-being of our Youth and the church’s intergenerational legacy.  Such a priority requires and 
deserves financial support, and I’m grateful the Exec Council has affirmed this proposal in drafting this 
year’s budget, which I’m optimistic will receive your support as well. 
 
Thank you for your prayers in sending me on sabbatical, and prayers for God’s will to be done in and 
through our church in the year ahead!   

In Jesus’ love, 
Pastor Paul 

PASTOR  P AUL ’ S  PENNINGS  

Hollywood comes to KOG! 
  

 Last month we had a very special visitor at church, SUPERMAN!  Well, not really the Man of Steel, 
but close to it; actor Dean Cain who played Superman in the 90’s TV series, “Lois and Clark: The New 
Adventures of Superman” used our Sanctuary and Preschool Office to film a few scenes for two faith-
based movies, “The Story of Mother’s Day” (now available to stream) and “All In” (to be released later 
this year).  In quite an interesting set of circumstances, we were contacted by a producer from a new 
faith-based film studio right here in Tempe, JC Films, about the possibility of using our campus to film 
some pickup shots for these movies staring Dean Cain.  It seemed like a novel opportunity to utilize our 
facility for promoting the Gospel and a fun brush with celebrity, so we said yes!   
 Check out www.JCFilms.org to learn more about the company. If you want to watch the Mother’s 
Day film, contact the church office and we can share a preview code. Pastor Paul and Vicki Hegebush were 
both on hand to supervise and ended up being invited into the production as extras. Who knows? In the 
future maybe they’ll want to work with us again, and there might be an opportunity for you to be in the 
movies as well! 

http://www.jcfilms.org/
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DRIVE-THRU COMMUNION  
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 6 
11:15AM-12NOON 

 

WORSHIP  &  M USIC  

Sunday Services 

Online Worship 
The Sunday service will be live-streamed online at 
both 8:00 & 10:00am for those who are not 
attending in-person services. It can also be watched 
later from the KOG website or YouTube channel. 

In-Person Worship Services 

8:00am OR 10:00am 

Registration is needed for the worship services as 
seating is limited. Masks that cover nose and 
mouth are required at this time. 

The RSVP form to reserve your seat is emailed out 
each Monday morning and is available on the KOG 
website: www.kogaz.org/plan-your-visit/ or by 
calling the church office at (480)838-0477. 

Volunteer 
One way you can serve is by volunteering to read 
scripture during worship. We need you!  

Contact for this section: David White, Director of Music  davidw@kogaz.org 

Summer Youth Music Camp 

More information is on the Kids, Families 

and Youth Ministries page as well as, on 

the website: kogaz.org 

The KOG Music Ministry is seeking 
volunteers to help lead the singing during 
the summer months. If you have led in the 
past or always wanted to, now is a great 

time to share your talent! If you are 
interested, please contact David White. 

Chamber Music Concert 
The Ovest Chambers Players  

(Hamiltons & friends) will be performing 
in the sanctuary on June 5 at 7:00pm. 

Free-will donations to benefit the KOG 
Music Ministry.  

At the church council meeting on May 20, it 
was decided that masks will no longer be 
required outside; temperature checks will 
be stopped as of June 1, and off campus 
events will follow that facility’s mask policy. 
At the next council meeting on June 10, the 
Executive Council will revisit and discuss 
the inside mask policy. We appreciate 
everyone’s patience and flexibility as we 
have negotiated these unprecedented 
circumstances with thoughtful care.  
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Food Cart serves the hungry 

Following a food drive held by Brookdale Tempe Memory Care, food was brought to the King of 
Glory Food Cart. The KOG cart was overflowing thanks to the generosity of donors. Our thanks and 
gratitude to Brookdale Tempe Memory Care!!! 

Due to COVID-19 the past year, there have been many more families needing to use food pantries to 
feed their families. Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest has been serving low-income families 
in Mesa for many years at First Evangelical Lutheran Church. The food donated to the KOG food 
cart is delivered weekly to the pantry. Our thanks to Vince and Janel Palermo who transport the 
food to First Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

On an average per month, Lutheran Social Services serve 161 households consisting of 737 
individuals served. Food is distributed Tuesday and Thursday mornings. 

During the fall and winter months, there are more donations made to food pantries. Those 
donations meet the needs at that time but it does not carry into the summer to early fall. The pantry 
shelves need to be continually supplied. 

You can help by shopping and bringing to the KOG Food Cart. Items that are needed are Cereals, 
Peanut Butter, Tuna, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Canned Fruit, Canned Vegetables, Rice and Beans. The 
KOG Food Cart is now located in the Narthex. 

Help fill our cart with non-perishable, wholesome food that will feed the hungry. 

HEALTH MINISTRY 

For more information, contact Karen Hernandez at KarenH@kogaz.org 

Strength for Everyday Living.  
Mondays & Thursdays in June @ 9 am:  

Contact Karen for more information: karenh@kogaz.org 

Blood Donors – Thank You!! On May 2 we exceeded our goal 

– 109%. Your donation is priceless in enriching the lives who 

receive transfusions. Next blood drive is Sunday, August 8. 
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Habitat for Humanity 

Lutherans Building for Christ continues the 
building of a 3-bedroom home at 1233 S. 12th 
Avenue in Phoenix. To be a part of this project, 

Contact, Bob Blome 
houseofblome@gmail.com 

Did you know? KOG hosts I-HELP each 
Thursday evening. I-HELP shelters, feeds 
and cares for up to 40 men and women 7 

days a week, 365 days a year to help those 
individuals resolve barriers and end their 
period of homelessness. To find out more 

about I-HELP, visit the Tempe Community 
Action Agency website: tempeaction.org 

What is the RUUD Memorial? 
 

The Ruud Memorial Fund, named after 
Gordon Ruud, is a wonderful way to let the 
blessings in your life bless others.  All 
donations made to this fund are used to give 
crisis support to needy families and children. 
Contributions are used to assist people when 
they have nowhere else to turn in times of 
financial crisis. Gifts are provided from this 
fund in times of emergency for both members 
of the congregation and the surrounding 
community. 

We ask a minimum gift of $5, which may be 
given in celebration for any good news in 
your life.  We then honor, memorialize, thank 
and celebrate events in our church bulletin 
for all contributions made to the fund. 

MISSION / OUTREACH 

P a z  d e  C r i s t o  M e a l  S e r v i c e  
Paz de Cristo Volunteers Needed in Summer 

 
We would appreciate 8-10 helpers on each 2nd 
Sunday in June and July, from 4:00-7:30pm, to 
prepare a hot meal and "go bag" for each 
guest.  The outdoor, socially distant meal service 
has been working very well, and harks back to 
30+ years ago when Paz de Cristo first served 
meals in a parking lot - and a group of King of 
Glory volunteers were among the earliest to 
help!  If you would like to take part in this long 
tradition, please contact Gloria Aksentowitz for 
full details (location, guidelines) 
at gloria3518@gmail.com; or 480-650-3563. 

We are grateful for all those who helped served 
in May: Jon Cox, Tom Cox, Jeff Chruma, Stacie 

Sutton, Lauren Keller, Mark Keller, Don 
Mordhorst, co-coordinators Jennifer Grigsby and 

Gloria Aksentowitz.  

Days for Girls 
June 22 & July 20 
1:00-4:00pm 
KOG Fellowship Hall 

 

 
Contact: Molly Garrison 520-309-8291  

 
goldcanyonaz@daysforgirls.org  

Stitch-A-Smile continues to sew away on quilts, 
lap robes, bags and baby onesies—for more 
information, or to get involved,  contact the 
church office. They’ve been so busy that we are 
having a second quilt Sunday on June 6. 

mailto:gloria3518@gmail.com;


 

-6- 

Coming in June to Zoom: The Andy Griffith Show Bible Study!  
We will watch a show together at 7 and then work through related bible study. It 
is light and fun and requires no homework or preparation. Study Dates: June 21 & 
28, July 12 & 19. If the group likes it, we will continue with Volume 2 for August or 
start a new study. All are welcome!  

The Prayer Team is committed to the ministry of intercessory prayer on behalf of 
King of Glory members, friends and families. Prayer requests can be submitted on 

the website: kogaz.org/care-outreach/prayer-team/ 
Meeting June 30, July 28 & August 25 @ 7pm.  

ADULT MINISTRIES & RECREATION 

Unless noted, please contact Pastor Rachael: rachaeld@kogaz.org for more information 

Wednesdays: 
10:00am 

Wed @ 12:30pm  
Care Cards Ministry 

Dominoes for the Ageless and the Care Card Ministry 

meet in the Learning Center.  Bring a smile for lots of 

laughs and crafty fun! *Meeting all summer long! 

Monday Night Zoom is finishing Esther with 
two dates left: June 7 and 14. We gather as a 
community online on Monday evenings at 7 
p.m. Pastor Rachael has the details. Sign up 
with her for the Zoom invites. 

The Social Justice Task Force is offering a book 
discussion series for this summer.  Each book has a 
social justice theme running through it.  Please 
register for each individual event online on the 
KOG.org website or by calling the church office.  
Each evening will be facilitated by members of the 
SJTF and include discussion of the book, faith and 
life lessons from the material, and Bible 
connections.  Join in the conversation.  Contact 
Pastor Rachael for more information. 

June 29, 7pm—8:30 on Zoom or in the KOG Center: Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 
July 9, 6:30-8:30 Movie Night: Just Mercy (based on the book) 
July 27, 7pm-8:30 on Zoom or in the KOG Center: White Fragility by Robin D’Angelo 
August 24, 7pm-8:30 on Zoom or in the KOG Center: Revenge: A Story of Hope by Laura Blumenfeld 

*More information about each book can be found on the Adult Book & Bible Study page of the website: 
https://kogaz.org/connect/adults/zoom-bible-study/ 
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 KIDS, FAMILY & YOUTH MINISTRY 

KOG Kids is geared towards 0-4th grade, but all are welcome to join in our family activities and 
follow us on Facebook: KOG Kids & Family. Contact Karissa at karissaf@kog.org 

Through the summer, we hope to continue to offer both a Children's 

Message and Children’s Church. If you can help out, please contact Karissa 

Finley. We will also continue to offer craft packs that can be picked up on the 

counter in the narthex at each service. The nursery is available to use, but is 

not staffed at this time.  

KOG Family Summer FaCEtime!!! (Family and Children's Events) 

June 13 at 4pm—family 
swim time—fun & fellowship 
at Jeff & Heidi Dorn’s. 
Contact the church office 
for address & to RSVP. 

Upcoming Dates : 
 

August 15 :  
Back-to-School Bash 
 

September 11/12 : 
Fall Kick-off 

The KOG High School is having a youth retreat June 24-27. Prayers for a 
meaningful, spirit-led and fun trip for all involved is appreciated! If you would 
like to help out, there is a list of needed donations on the website: 
kogaz.org/youth. 

Sunday School, Crossover, Confirmation and the Jr/Sr High youth groups will be taking a break for the summer. 

Youth Music Camp: July 12-16, 8a-2:30p; $30 registration fee (scholarships available). 
For kids entering 2nd grade—8th grade. At music camp we will sing, rehearse and 
stage for a musical production of CALLED by Mark Burrows. During the day, we 
will learn Bible lessons that relate to music & our lives, create arts and crafts, learn 
about musical instruments and enjoy lunch and games. We will conclude the week 
with a performance at 7pm on Friday, July 16. More info and registration is on the 
website: kogaz.org or contact David White for more info: davidw@kogaz.org 
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KOG Preschool is taking a break during June and July to give its teachers some much needed and well-
deserved rest and relaxation. 

Before the school year ended, the preschool had a wonderful celebration of its families at Family 
Appreciation Day. On this day, families were invited for coffee on the front patio area and received a 
small token of appreciation from the preschool. The parents had a wonderful time visiting with each 
other. 

The best celebrations came on the last days of school for each of the preschool classes. The Preschool 
Bears 3’s Class ended their school year with Beach Day. The children came to school in their beach 
wear and had fun pretending to be at the beach in their classroom. They also enjoyed a yummy pizza 
snack and multiple birthday treats as they celebrated the summer birthdays in the class. They had such 
a fun day! 

The Shining Stars Pre-kindergarten Class ended their school year with their annual Pre-K Graduation 
ceremony. Parents, grandparents, and other family members joined the preschool in honoring the pre-
kindergarteners with a fun graduation ceremony. The children had poems and songs prepared for 
their families and then received their diplomas. It was sad to say good-bye to such wonderful families, 
but we know they are moving forward into new and great opportunities at their future schools. 

KOG Preschool teachers and staff will be back to begin preparing for the upcoming school year in mid-
July. Many tasks will need to be accomplished to be ready to welcome new and returning families at 
the end of July. The official first day back for the students is Tuesday, August 3, 2021. KOG Preschool 
wishes all of you a fun, relaxing and blessed summer! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
KOG Preschool has a few remaining spots open for the 2021-2022 school year. If you would like more 
information about the preschool program and how to register your child/grandchild, please contact 
Cindy Stark at 480-809-9934 or at preschool@kogaz.org. KOG Preschool has a wonderful program 
that assists in preparing young children for their elementary school years. Come check us out today!  

KOG PRE-SCHOOL 
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THE MONTH THAT WAS...MAY 

We entered May leaving the busy season of Easter and the Re-dedication in April to find ourselves 
in an even busier month filled with celebration.  
• On May 2 we welcomed 17 new members into our congregation! They were a diverse group of 

individuals and families and we are so glad to grow our church community.  
• On May 9 we celebrated a baptism and Mother’s Day. 
• On May 15, 13 of our youth gathered for a movie night. They ate tons of pizza and cookies 

while enjoying Guardians of the Galaxy together in their new space in the LOFT. They also 
welcomed in 6th graders, celebrated the 8th graders being confirmed and celebrated and said 
good bye to the graduates.  

• On May 16 we recognized and blessed our high school and college graduates.  
• On May 23 we celebrated the Confirmation of Jonas Arenson and Nina Robinson, and the 

talented KOG Choral scholars held a recital. 
• On May 25 the Women’s Bible Study met for the first time in over a year with 30+ in 

attendance. 
 
Our Sunday School, Crossover and Confirmation classes wrapped up for the 2020-21 school year. 
We launched a new T-shirt design to help raise funds for the preschool playground, we hosted JC 
Films (who filmed for several movies—read more on Pastor Paul’s page). And so much more. It’s 
so exciting to be part of a church with so much going on. 

Blessing our graduates. 

Youth Movie Night 

Confirmation 
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Your financial contributions support all the KOG ministries. The KOG campus facilitates outside programs 
such as Tempe I-Help, Indo-Pak worship services, German classes, a Korean-speaking church and daily AA 
meetings, thus giving back to the community in many ways. King of Glory has provided facilities for a 
Christian-based Scouting ministry for all youths from Kindergarten through High School. King of Glory 
Preschool gives children a positive and successful first school experience, within a faith-based 
environment. The Health Ministry maintains contact with shut-ins, coordinates funeral services, and has 
implemented the Tele-coil Hearing Loop System on campus. The Music Ministry has a variety of choirs and 
education classes, as well as the 55-rank organ and grand piano, all of which are enjoyed in each service. 

Your contribution can be given securely in any of the following ways:  

THANK YOU FOR GIVING! 

Other ways you can make a difference financially:  
 

Thrivent—Thrivent is a member network in a region (Ours is Southwest Region.) that 
brings members—who value being wise with money and living generously—together.  If 
you are a member of THRIVENT, this is a reminder that the “Thrivent Choice Dollars” 
may be designated to King of Glory Lutheran Church or King of Glory Preschool by going online to 
www.thrivent.com or by calling 1-800-847-4836.  If you call, just say “Thrivent Choice,” and you will be 
directed to the correct person.  If you go online to the website, it gives you the Thrivent Choice option on 
their home page. Type in King of Glory Lutheran Church, Tempe, AZ.  THANK YOU for taking the time to 

share Thrivent’s charitable donation funds with King of Glory!   
 

Tax Savings Opportunity—Individuals who are 72 or older can make gifts of up to 
$100,000 directly from their IRA to KOG without paying federal income tax on the withdrawal. 
This option provides tax savings to donors even if they do not itemize deductions. Please 

consult your financial advisor or tax professional before making a gift. 
 

KOG KA$H  (Gift Cards)—We sell scrip/gift cards in the Narthex on the first and third Sunday mornings 
and in the church office during the week. Each company gives us a percentage of their sale price, so 
nonprofits can sell and make a slight profit off of each card sold at face value. It adds up and the KOG youth 
have benefited by going to summer camp for many years. They make great gifts for family and friends or 
you can buy cards for your regular shopping destinations. Your support is greatly appreciated!  For a 
complete list of cards available, please visit the following website: kogaz.org/connect/youth  
 

Fry’s Community Rewards Program—By enrolling in the Fry’s Community 
Rewards program, you can support King of Glory. To get started, sign up with your 
V.I.P Card on the Account Summary page and select King of Glory. Once you have 
enrolled, you’ll earn rewards for King of Glory every time you shop and use your V.I.P 
Card. 

 

Amazon Smile Program—When shopping on Amazon, purchase through 
AmazonSmile instead of Amazon.com, and a portion of your purchase will go to 
King of Glory.  Simply visit amazonsmile.com and sign in to your amazon.com 
account.  Type King of Glory Lutheran Church, Tempe, AZ, in the search box to sign up. 

Scan QR Code By Text 

(480)525-5483 
(with $ sign) 

In Person 

As you enter 
or leave 

By Mail 

2085 E Southern Ave 
Tempe, AZ 85282-7514 

Online 

Kogaz.org 

http://www.thrivent.com
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The Weekly Updates/Announcements, Glory Notes, is included as part of this monthly edition of Connections. 
Watch for it every Friday in your email. As events change and programs reconvene, you’ll be informed weekly.  

Ministers ............................. All People of Christ’s Church 

Senior Pastor ..................... Rev. Paul Finley ..................... pastorpaul@kogaz.org 

Assistant Pastor ................ Rev. Rachael Dales ............... rachaeld@kogaz.org 

Dir./Music & Organist ....... David White ........................... davidw@kogaz.org 

Dir./Health Ministry .......... Karen Hernandez .................. karenh@kogaz.org 

Dir./Children & Family ....... Karissa Finley ....................... karissaf@kogaz.org 

Business Administrator .... Vicki Hegebush ..................... vickih@kogaz.org 

Membership ........................ Gina Bouk .............................. ginab@kogaz.org 

Bookkeeper ......................... Keith Hyink ............................ keithh@kogaz.org 

Confirmation Coordinator Christy Hegebush ................. cahegebush@gmail.com 

Dir./Audio-Visual ............... Jeff Dorn 

Crossover (gr.5-6) ........... Rachael Dales ....................... rachaeld@kogaz.org 

Pastoral Intern ................... Frederick Sibben .................. Frederick@kogaz.org 

Preschool Director ............ Cindy Stark ........................... preschool@kogaz.org 

Building & Grounds ............ Erich Clauss/George Robinson….info@kogaz.org 

Dir/Communications……….Jessica Robinson………………...jessicar@kogaz.org 

 

Cheryl Foster, ............ President ................... cfoster@kogaz.org 

Keith Norgren, ............ Vice-President  ......... knorgren@kogaz.org 

Mike Connors .............. Treasurer .................. mconnors@kogaz.org 

Lesley Davis, ............... Secretary  ................. ldavis@kogaz.org 

                                     Members-At-Large: 

Mark Berry .................  .................................. mberry@kogaz.org 

Valerie Grina ..............  .................................. vgrina@kogaz.org 

Larry Hellem ...............  .................................. lhellem@kogaz.org 

KOG EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

The next council meetings are 
scheduled for June 10 & July 8  

@ 6:30pm in the Learning Center. 

Partners in Ministry 

For prayer or encouragement, please call the church office 480-838-0477 or contact us at info@kogaz.org.  We are here for you! 

For privacy reasons the list of prayer requests is not included in the online version of the newsletter.  
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Celebrations in June & July 

King of  Glory Lutheran Church  2085 E.  Southern Ave, Tempe AZ 85282  

480-838-0477           email :  info@kogaz.org          www.kogaz.org  

Birthday Blessings to:   
Kay Frueh—91 in June 

Ellen Dawson—92 in July 
Betty Jenkins—94 in July 

 

Anniversary Blessings to:   
Ed and LoAnn Bell—54 years 
Jeff and Pat Rexine—52 years 

Alvin and Virginia Kitts—62 years 
Fred and Judy Shirley—53 years 
Curt & Rita Conrad—50 years 

King of Glory Lutheran Church 

2085 E Southern Ave 

Tempe AZ 85282-7514 


