A UG UST 2021 N EWSLETTER
In June KOG completed a long, Spirit-led search for a new Pastor of
Youth and Young Adults! We are pleased to bring Kaylee Gronau into
our faith community starting August 16. Kaylee will be overseeing
ministry with our littlest members, our youth groups and will be
starting a new college aged, young adult ministry. We’re excited to
see what God has in store for her and our youth.
Hello King of Glory community!
I have not had the opportunity to meet many of you yet, but I am looking forward to connecting
more when I join the KOG team on August 16 as Pastor of Youth & Young Adults. I have spent my
entire adult life passionately working in the youth programs and camp career field, specifically with
the type 1 diabetes community. About a year ago, I felt a tug on my heart to transition to youth
ministry and walked alongside God as it brought me here. The calling God has put on my life to
enter into ministry is a new and exciting adventure that I am thrilled to enter into with you!
A little about me. I was born and raised in rural Minnesota, where I was brought up to love God in
the local Lutheran church. For as long as I can remember, I have always loved serving others and
helping out anywhere I was needed. At the age of 7, I was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes and
quickly got involved in the American Diabetes Association camps for youth living with diabetes.
Years of camp experience shaped my future as I pursued a career as a Camp Director for type 1
diabetes camps. In 2012, I graduated from Minnesota State University, Mankato with a BS in Parks,
Recreation and Leisure Services. Internship and job opportunities brought me on a new adventure
to Arizona, where I have lived and grown for almost a decade now.
The last 5 years, God has been drawing me into a closer relationship with Him, and teaching me to
connect with Him in all that I do. He has brought me through some troubled waters and
heartbreaking moments - only to come out stronger in faith and commitment to the Father each
time. He has shown His faithfulness to me and my journey.
I trust Him as I enter into this new chapter to learn and grow with the team, congregation, parents
and youth of King of Glory Lutheran Church. I am eager to jump in, get to know the community,
serve the Lord, and build an active and engaging youth and young adult ministry with everyone
involved.
Thank you all for welcoming me and God bless!
Kaylee Gronau
King of Glory Lutheran Church 2085 E. Southern Ave, Tempe AZ 85282
480-838-0477
email: info@
kogaz.org
www.kogaz.org
--

PASTOR P AUL’S PENNINGS
Pastor Paul has been on sabbatical and then a family vacation for most of the
summer. We look forward to welcoming him back this Sunday, August 1 (and
hearing some great stories!) and the return of Pastor Paul’s Pennings for the
September Connections newsletter.
In June Pastor Paul took a pilgrimage to follow in the footsteps of the Apostle Paul in Turkey and Greece.

In July the Finley family was able to take a family vacation in their RV and traveled over 6,000 miles!
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WORSHIP & MUSIC
Contact for this section: David White, Director of Worship & Music davidw@kogaz.org

IF

YOU ARE NOT
ATTENDING SERVICES
IN PERSON , YOU ARE
WELCOME TO SCHEDULE
PRIVATE COMMUNION
BY CALLING THE
CHURCH OFFICE .

Summer Music Choir—August 15
This special, once a summer choir is open
to singers of all ages! Join us at 9:00am on
Sunday, August 15, in the choir room and
sing with us at the 10:00 service.
Rehearsal Updates:
Glory Ringers (6pm) and Sanctuary Choir
(7pm) rehearsals will resume on Thursday,
September 9. Youth Choir (11am) and
Children's Choir (4pm) will resume on
Sunday, September 12.

Sunday Services
Online Worship
The Sunday services are live-streamed online at
both 8:00 & 10:00am. Or can be watched later at
your convenience. These videos can be accessed
from both our YouTube channel and our website.
Links to both services and the weekly bulletin are
emailed out each Saturday night.

In-Person Worship Services
8:00am OR 10:00am
We celebrate communion each Sunday with
individually wrapped communion kits, which can be
picked up before entering the sanctuary. Grape
juice and gluten free wafers are available upon
request.

Volunteer
One way you can serve is by volunteering to read
scripture during worship. We need you!

We are aware of the issues with the online
services and are working on improving the quality
of that experience. We appreciate your patience
as we address the situation. Thank you.
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H EALTH M INISTRY
For more information, contact Karen Hernandez at KarenH@kogaz.org
The fall session of Strength for Everyday Living begins Monday, August 16, 9:00 am to 10:30 am.

Strength for Everyday Living.
Mondays & Thursdays @ 9 am: resumes August 16!
Contact Karen for more information: karenh@kogaz.org
Class will be meeting Monday and Thursday mornings 9:00 am to 10:30 am, August 16
through December 16. (This fall begins the 20th year of KOG’s Health Ministries offering this
activity class, which works on developing your overall health.)
Our bodies need life-long physical activity, children through senior years. For the most
part, children are active; we comment, “wish I had that much energy.” As we move along in
our life, sitting becomes easy. After the age of 30, muscle strength decreases, up to 15% per
decade UNLESS we engage in strength building activity. Loss of muscle strength can result in
balance problems, poor flexibility, falls and walking ability.
Don’t despair, you are never too old to start activities that aid muscle strengthening,
increase balance and flexibility. During the class time, we work with exercises that allow you to
*improve your ability to do the things you want to do; *improve your balance and
coordination; *lift spirits; *manage/prevent diseases like diabetes, heart disease, osteoporosis,
Parkinson’s disease and arthritis; *reduce the risk of falls; *remain independent in performing
activities of daily life; and *new friendships are made.
In most cases, you have more to lose by not doing anything. Hand and leg weights are
used, if you wish. Stretching is an integral part of the program. Bring to class: large towel and/
or yoga mat, leg weights (optional), and wear comfortable clothing and exercise appropriate
shoes. Check with your doctor if you have questions about your health and exercise.
The class is led by Gretchen Schlicht who holds a master’s degree in Exercise and Sports
Science. Register with $30 semester fee at kogaz.org/give.

August Blood Drive—Aug 8, 7:15-Noon
www.donors.vitalant.org code: king
Throughout this summer, there has been a critical demand for blood donors toward
meeting the needs of patients in our community, state and nation. KOG’s blood drive on August
8 will help to build the supply for Vitalant Blood Services to have available to treat patients
dealing with cancer, trauma, emergency surgeries, or life-threatening illnesses. Your donation
has the potential of enhancing up to 3 lives.
In preparation to donate, please increase your water intake by 8 to 16 oz a day starting
August 6. Remember to bring your identification card (valid driver’s license is sufficient).
Complete the Fast Track the morning of August 8; print a completed copy to bring with you or
save the QR code on your phone. If you have not received a COVID vaccine, please wear a
mask.
Register at www.donors.vitalant.org (sponsor code king). This is a new website for Vitalant.
Transform a Life…and Your Own!
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M ISSION / O UTREACH
Stitch-a-Smile

Days for Girls
August 17
1:00-4:00pm
KOG Fellowship Hall

Contact: Molly Garrison 520-309-8291
goldcanyonaz@daysforgirls.org
Refugee family update: The family has been
connected with the Somali American United
Council in Phoenix. Julienne has been taking
English and computer classes and has been
employed at Marshall’s since late last year. Kessy
is nine, Kelly is four and both are doing well. They
are currently #2 on a waiting list for a new
apartment and look forward to moving in soon!
Thank you to KOG for all your support!

AmazonSmile is a way customers can support
their favorite charitable organization every time
they shop with Amazon, at no additional cost.
How to enroll:
1. Visit smile.amazon.com
2. Sign in with the same account you use for
Amazon.com
3. Select your charity
4. Start shopping! Remember to checkout at
smile.amazon.com to generate donations for
your chosen charity.

We celebrated a second Stitch-A-Smile Sunday on
June 6! Thanks to their hard work we blessed an
additional 127 quilts and lap robes that went to
organizations such as Lutheran Social Services,
Veteran's organizations, Maggie’s Place, Tempe
Cares, several local senior centers, and the KOG
preschool. SAS continues to sew away in
preparation for the next Quilt Sunday. They are
now meeting each Thursday at 9:00am in the
Multipurpose Room for stitching and smiles. For
more information, or to get involved, contact the
church office.
Paz de Cristo Meal Service
We Have Some Really COOL Volunteers
at Paz de Cristo!
On Sunday July 11, our 19 "KOG & Friends"
volunteers served the evening meal from INSIDE
of Paz de Cristo's air-conditioned dining hall, for
the first time in many months. Guests are seated
at 50% capacity, which allows them and our
volunteers to still maintain some social
distancing. With the newly updated volunteer
roles, we will again need 19-20 people to serve
each month.
Our next date/time is Sunday, August 8, between
4:00-7:30pm. Do you have a high school student
looking to build community service hours? This is a
great way to do that. Or, gather some friends and
serve as a group. We serve every month on the
2nd Sunday, you are welcome to join us any
upcoming month. Please contact Gloria
Aksentowitz for details and to sign
up: gloriaja@cox.net; 480-650-3563.
Habitat for Humanity will be starting a new house
soon. To get involved, please contact Bob Blome at
houseofblome@gmail.com

To date KOG has received $1,118.24 from
AmazonSmile thanks to you!
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A DULT M INISTRIES & R ECREATION
Unless noted, please contact Pastor Rachael: rachaeld@kogaz.org for more information

Fall programming kicks off September 12 !

Adult Forum
Sunday’s @ 9:00am in the Learning Center
beginning September 12

Wednesdays:
10:00am

Women’s Bible Study & Lunch

Meeting in the Learning Center.

2nd Tuesday of each month
For September 14, please register online at:
kogaz.org/connect/adults/womens-ministry/
Lunch is $5, payable at the door.
Lunch @ 11:30 | Bible Study @ 12:15

2021-22 Book Study
3rd Tuesday of each month @ 1:00pm
beginning September 21 with:
The Four Winds by Kristen Hannah
More information is on the website
kogaz.org/connect/adults/zoom-bible-study/

Wed @ 12:30pm
Care Cards Ministry

Social Justice Task Force
Meeting August 18 at 5:30pm on Zoom.

The Prayer Team is committed to the ministry of
intercessory prayer on behalf of King of Glory
members, friends and families. Prayer requests can be
submitted on the website:
kogaz.org/care-outreach/prayer-team/
Meeting August 25 @ 7pm.

Monday Night Zoom: The Andy Griffith Show Bible Study, Vol 2!
We are continuing with this study through August. We watch a show together at 7
and then work through a related bible study. It is light and fun and requires no
homework or preparation. Study Dates: August 2, 16, 23 & 30. In September we will
re-zoom with a book of the Bible. All are welcome!
Revenge: A story of Hope by Laura Blumenfeld is the final book in
our “Summer of Social Justice” book series. It is a New York Times
Bestseller. Laura Blumenfeld’s father was shot in Jerusalem by a
member of a rebel faction of the PLO responsible for attacks on
several tourists in the Old City. Her father lived, but Blumenfeld’s
desire for revenge haunted her. Travelling to Europe, America, and
the Middle East, Blumenfeld shares the stories and methods of
avengers worldwide as she plots to infiltrate the shooter’s life. But
ultimately it is a journey that leads her back home – where she is
forced to confront her childhood dreams, her parents’ failed
marriage, and her ideas about family. In the end, her target turns
out to be more complex and more threatening than the terrorist
she’d long imagined. We will meet in person and on Zoom for
discussion on August 24, 7 p.m. to 8:30 in the learning center.
Visit https://kogaz.org/connect/adults/zoom-bible-study/ to register.
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K IDS , F AMILY & Y OUTH M INISTRY

Everyone starting school this fall (preschool, elementary, junior high, high school,
college and teachers!) are invited to bring your backpacks to the 10:00 service on
Sunday, August 8, for a special blessing to start the new school year off right!

“Happy are those who find wisdom. Blessed are those who gain understanding.”
Proverbs 3:13

KOG Family Summer FaCEtime!!! (Family and Children's Events)
All KOG kids & families are invited to join us on August
15 for a back-to-school bash to celebrate the end of
summer and the return to school together! Mark
your calendars—more information to come.
Bowling Youth Event: August 14, 2:00-3:30pm.
Meet at AMF Tempe Village: 4407 S Rural Rd., Tempe, AZ 85282
7th-12th grade students are invited to join us for this free event to kick off
the new school year. KOG will provide the shoes, the lanes and cheese
pizza, please bring $ to cover additional snacks and drinks.
We have space for 24 bowlers—register at kogaz.org/connect/youth/

Sunday School, Crossover & Jr/Sr High youth groups will resume on September 12.
You can register your child/student online at: kogaz.org/connect/children/
Confirmation classes begin August 15th at 9am in the Confirmation
room upstairs or on Zoom. It is open to anyone 7th grade and up
wishing to be confirmed in the Lutheran faith.

Aug 15: They are not the 10 suggestions Aug 22: Calling God by Name Aug 29: Work x 6 = rest
The complete schedule can be found on the website: kogaz.org/connect/youth/
Please contact Christy Hegebush for more information: christyh@kogaz.org
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KOG P RE -S CHOOL
God is good! All the time! KOG Preschool is looking forward to experiencing another wonderful and
successful school year as it begins school on Tuesday, August 3. The teachers have been preparing their
classrooms during July and have enjoyed seeing each other again and readying materials for their future
students. KOG Preschool is beginning the school year at 95% capacity, and we praise God for this blessing!
The entire staff feels privileged to be able to come back and nurture and teach a new group of students.
In August, both classes will learn about school routines and get to know their classmates. The students are
learning about their families as well. The preschoolers will be exploring circles, the favorite things of their
classmates and the story of Noah’s Ark. The pre-k children are making an “All About Me” book and then
having fun with color days towards the end of the month. The month will end with School Picture Day.
August will also see the beginning of the renovation of the preschool playground. Playground
improvements include relocating the shade structure, so it is located over the jungle gym and the
installation of a new balance beam for the children. We are installing poured rubber matting and rubber
mulch as well. Once the major tasks are finished, we will add a new playhouse, manipulatives table, art
easel, and smaller sandbox to the playground environment. This is a very exciting time for the preschool,
and we have you, the KOG Lutheran Church community, to thank for supporting the Playground
Improvement Project with your prayers and financial support. This project should be completed by the
week of August 23.
As you can see, August is going to be a fun and busy month for the preschool!

REGISTRATION FOR KOG PRESCHOOL CONTINUES!
Looking for a safe, loving environment for your child’s or grandchild’s first school experience? Come
check out KOG Preschool! Our preschool offers half-day and afternoon classes for children 3 to 5 years
old. We have added enhanced procedures to address the current challenges of the day and we have several
spots left. Come be a part of the KOG Preschool family!
For questions and to schedule a tour, contact Cindy Stark at preschool@kogaz.org or 480-809-9934.

-8-

T HE M ONTHS T HAT W ERE … J UNE & J ULY
We had a very youth focused summer with special activities planned for both our high
school and elementary/Jr high aged students. We look forward to taking that
momentum into the fall as we welcome our new pastor of youth and young adults,
Kaylee Gronau, and kick off some new youth choir opportunities!
In mid-June the high school youth
enjoyed a retreat in Scottsdale. They
spent hours swimming, some time
painting and a lot of time learning
how much God loves them. They also
got a surprise visit from our soon-tobe Youth Pastor Kaylee!
Psalm 139: 14
Youth Music Camp—2021: CALLED
In mid-July we hosted our 1st annual music camp for 2nd-8th graders. We had 37 students in attendance
and were joined by many students from the United Indo-Pak Christian Church* that also worships on our
campus. They spent time each day in break-out groups where they learned to read music, had “choir
times” for singing and learning mallets and other percussion instruments, and how to play together. This
all culminated in a performance of the play Called, which taught them how we are all called by God in
different ways, both big and small. It was a successful week and we are so grateful to our Director of
Worship and Music, David White and all the volunteers that made this week possible! THANK YOU!!!
There is a link to the performance on the watch page of our website: kogaz.org/watch

*United Indo-Pak Christian Church has been a place for Hindi/Urdu/Punjabi speaking members of the
Phoenix-area to come together and worship the LORD as part of a strong, loving community with likeminded congregants since 2007. Our Church is a non-denominational Trinitarian Church ministering to the
needs of people from India and Pakistan. In faith we hold the Bible to be inerrant in the original writings,
God breathed, and the complete and final authority for faith and practice. We have been worshiping in King
of Glory Church since August 2017, and it has been a great blessing to be a part of King of Glory Church.
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T HANK

YOU FOR

G IVING !

Your financial contributions support all the KOG ministries. The KOG campus facilitates outside programs
such as Tempe I-Help, Indo-Pak worship services, German classes, a Korean-speaking church and daily AA
meetings, thus giving back to the community in many ways. King of Glory has provided facilities for a
Christian-based Scouting ministry for all youths from Kindergarten through High School. King of Glory
Preschool gives children a positive and successful first school experience, within a faith-based
environment. The Health Ministry maintains contact with shut-ins, coordinates funeral services, and has
implemented the Tele-coil Hearing Loop System on campus. The Music Ministry has a variety of choirs and
education classes, as well as the 55-rank organ and grand piano, all of which are enjoyed in each service.
Your contribution can be given securely in any of the following ways:
By Mail

2085 E Southern Ave
Tempe, AZ 85282-7514

Online

By Text

In Person

Kogaz.org

(480)525-5483
(with $ sign)

As you enter
or leave

Scan QR Code

Other ways you can make a difference financially:

Thrivent—Thrivent is a member network in a region (Ours is Southwest Region.) that
brings members—who value being wise with money and living generously—together. If
you are a member of THRIVENT, this is a reminder that the “Thrivent Choice Dollars”
may be designated to King of Glory Lutheran Church or King of Glory Preschool by going online to
www.thrivent.com or by calling 1-800-847-4836. If you call, just say “Thrivent Choice,” and you will be
directed to the correct person. If you go online to the website, it gives you the Thrivent Choice option on
their home page. Type in King of Glory Lutheran Church, Tempe, AZ. THANK YOU for taking the time to
share Thrivent’s charitable donation funds with King of Glory!

Tax Savings Opportunity—Individuals who are 72 or older can make gifts of up to
$100,000 directly from their IRA to KOG without paying federal income tax on the withdrawal.
This option provides tax savings to donors even if they do not itemize deductions. Please
consult your financial advisor or tax professional before making a gift.

KOG KA$H (Gift Cards)—We sell scrip/gift cards in the Narthex on the first and third Sunday mornings
and in the church office during the week. Each company gives us a percentage of their sale price, so
nonprofits can sell and make a slight profit off of each card sold at face value. It adds up and the KOG youth
have benefited by going to summer camp for many years. They make great gifts for family and friends or
you can buy cards for your regular shopping destinations. Your support is greatly appreciated! For a
complete list of cards available, please visit the following website: kogaz.org/connect/youth

Fry’s Community Rewards Program—By enrolling in the Fry’s Community
Rewards program, you can support King of Glory. To get started, sign up with your
V.I.P Card on the Account Summary page and select King of Glory. Once you have
enrolled, you’ll earn rewards for King of Glory every time you shop and use your V.I.P
Card.

Amazon Smile Program—When shopping on Amazon, purchase through
AmazonSmile instead of Amazon.com, and a portion of your purchase will go to
King of Glory. Simply visit amazonsmile.com and sign in to your amazon.com
account. Type King of Glory Lutheran Church, Tempe, AZ, in the search box to sign up.
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Partners in Ministry
Ministers ............................. All People of Christ’s Church
Senior Pastor ..................... Rev. Paul Finley .................... pastorpaul@kogaz.org
Assistant Pastor ................ Rev. Rachael Dales ............... rachaeld@kogaz.org
Dir./Music & Organist ....... David White ........................... davidw@kogaz.org
Dir./Health Ministry .......... Karen Hernandez.................. karenh@kogaz.org
Dir./Children & Family ....... Karissa Finley ....................... karissaf@kogaz.org
Business Administrator .... Vicki Hegebush ..................... vickih@kogaz.org
Membership ........................ Gina Bouk.............................. ginab@kogaz.org
Bookkeeper......................... Keith Hyink............................ keithh@kogaz.org
Confirmation Coordinator Christy Hegebush ................. cahegebush@gmail.com
Dir./Audio-Visual ............... Jeff Dorn
Crossover (gr.5-6) ........... Rachael Dales ....................... rachaeld@kogaz.org
Pastoral Intern................... Frederick Sibben .................. Frederick@kogaz.org
Preschool Director ........... Cindy Stark ........................... preschool@kogaz.org
Building & Grounds ............ Erich Clauss/George Robinson….info@kogaz.org
Dir/Communications……….Jessica Robinson………………...jessicar@kogaz.org

KOG E XECUTIVE C OUNCIL
Keith Norgren, ........... President ................. knorgren@kogaz.org
Valerie Grina .............. Vice President .......... vgrina@kogaz.org
Kayla Sahl ................... Treasurer ................. ksahl@kogaz.org
Lesley Davis, .............. Secretary ................ ldavis@kogaz.org

Members-At-Large:
Mark Berry ................. .................................. mberry@kogaz.org
Lisa McKnight ............. .................................. lmcknight@kogaz.org
Gary Johnson ............. .................................. gjohnson@kogaz.org

The next council meeting is scheduled
for August 12
@ 6:30pm in the Learning Center.

For prayer or encouragement, please call the church office 480-838-0477 or contact us at info@kogaz.org. We are here for you!

For privacy reasons the list of prayer requests is not included in the online version of the newsletter.

The Weekly Updates/Announcements, Glory Notes, are included as part of this monthly edition of Connections.
Watch for it every Friday in your email. As events change and programs reconvene, you’ll be informed weekly.
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King of Glory Lutheran Church
2085 E Southern Ave
Tempe AZ 85282-7514

Celebrations in August
Anniversary Blessings to:
Marcella & Russell Sharples—64 years
Ron & Mary Ellen Koplitz—55 years
David & Helgard Meyer—62 years
Ines & Cliff Thompson—65 years
Janet & Howard Colquitt—62 years
Bob & Bev Hamilton—63 years
Barron & Carole Arenson—57 years

Birthday Blessings to:
Bea Johnson—92
Jean Talbott—93
Lois Sahl—93

King of Glory Lutheran Church 2085 E. Southern Ave, Tempe AZ 85282
480-838-0477
email: info@kogaz.org
www.kogaz.org

-12-

