N OVEMBER 2021 N EWSLETTER

November 21 | 11am-1pm. Let’s Welcome the Season by Welcoming Christ in our homes! Join us and share in
the tradition of making a Family Advent Wreath to take home for the season so that you can be ready to
light a candle each Sunday as we journey toward Christmas. Come enjoy Christmas music, snacks and
desserts with family and friends. Please bring: Dessert or snack to share | Optional: gloves and small pruners
| $10 for the wire frame, greens and candles (one per family), payable online or with cash at the door. Craft
supplies, coffee and cocoa, and a special Advent devotional guide will be provided for each person or
family. Please sign up online at kogaz.org.

A Service of Thanksgiving—November 24 at 7:00pm

followed by: Pie Social and Youth Campfire & Game Night

King of Glory Lutheran Church 2085 E. Southern Ave, Tempe AZ 85282
480-838-0477
email: info@
kogaz.org
www.kogaz.org
--

PASTOR P AUL’S PENNINGS
“I have come that you may have life, and have it abundantly.” John 10:10
Last month I traveled to Columbus, OH, for a few days to meet with other pastors and church
leaders who all seem to be feeling disoriented in the new world we find ourselves living and ministering
in. Covid has certainly been disruptive to our patterns of worship and mission, but alongside the Covid
challenge we’ve also been feeling pulled apart culturally along political and ideological lines.
Most churches are struggling to stay upright because they were not equipped for virtual worship,
and I can attest that I and other clergy were not trained in seminary for how to handle a global pandemic
on top of a poisonous cultural battle. The result for many Christians has been a sense of shell-shock.
While we’ve made headway in compensating for pandemic impact, the cultural rift seems to be hurting
us even more. It’s missionally disorienting when the way we’re used to doing something no longer works
the way it used to. For instance, a 2020 Barna Group survey projected that 1 in 5 churches faces
permanent closure in the next 18 months. Such news can make church leaders question their adequacy
for continued service, and congregations making do with less can understandably feel an impending
sense of doom and inferiority.
In light of our fears, the promise God would have us remember is, “Fear not!” Said by God, angels,
and prophets 365 times in the Bible, that’s meant to be daily encouragement to persevere and have hope
in the one who is greater than our perceived problems. Unlike the 20% of congregations facing closure,
I’m pleased to celebrate the work the Holy Spirit has been doing among us at KOG. Far from failing, our
experience of the events of the last 18 months has been very affirming of the path we’re on as a
congregation, and we’ve been blessed with renewed health and missional purpose in the face of external
challenges.
“Why don’t they like us anymore?” is an oversimplified sentiment which misses the macro
dynamic at play in the world and our role in these events as the church: in His Great Commission Jesus
commanded all Christians to “make disciples” by “[loving] one another,” but He didn’t demand
quantitative results. He only asked for our faithfulness. Because the world measures success in terms of
numbers (dollars, points, members), we have gotten sucked into measuring our success with such
metrics. Yet, in ministry we cannot control other people’s response to the Gospel. We must be obedient
to Jesus’ charge to witness our faith and lovingly invite others to share in this gift of faith we’ve received
and that is available to all. However, their response is beyond our control and therefore we must also let
go of self judgment for whether others join our community or not. So the more pertinent question is,
“Where do we go from here?”
Surrendering outcomes is an act of faith and demonstrates greater trust in the Holy Spirit to do
the mysterious work of transforming hearts, but that doesn’t mean there aren’t a few straight forward
acts that we can do to make a difference for the good of God’s kingdom advance:
•

PRAY! I sincerely believe in the power of prayer, and I also suspect that most of us neglect utilizing
this supernatural gift to the degree we should. If you have downtime in your car, or while out for a
walk, or instead of going down a YouTube rabbit hole, I encourage you to intentionally pray more.
Pray for all your needs, certainly, but also pray for our church and the work God has called and gifted
us to do that God’s favor would be upon us and that doors of connection would be opened in our
efforts to have a greater impact for good in the world.
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PASTOR P AUL’S PENNINGS
• INVITE! This seems obvious, yet, like prayer I fear many of us are under utilizing common resources at
our disposal to share our faith. Is it because we’re afraid of rejection? Or do we underestimate the
seriousness of the present and eternal consequences for anyone living apart from Christ? If you have
a positive testimony of the blessings that come from a relationship with Jesus, then you also have the
means to be a blessing to everyone around you as you share the hope of the Gospel. This can be done
in little ways throughout our days such as posting a link to the KOG worship service on your Facebook
stream saying, “If you’re looking for something good in the midst of discouraging times, check out my
church’s worship service. The music and message were especially meaningful to me this week…” Or
when noticing a co-worker having a particularly difficult day, give them a hand-written note saying
“I’m so sorry what you’re going through. I’m here for you if you need anything and I’ll be praying for
you.”
Praying and inviting are two basic ways we can live our faith by seeking to bless others (and you can pray
for the Holy Spirit to direct you to people to invite!). I hope you’ll join me in praying and inviting more as
we seek to share the blessings we’ve received. That is what I mean every time I say, “Let’s go be the
church.” It’s not an act; it’s a way of life. And to truly live is what Jesus desires for us all; “I have come
that you may have life, and have it abundantly.” John 10:10
In Jesus’ love, Pastor Paul

This year we will follow the theme of “Welcome” for Advent and Christmas. We will invite you to
Welcome the Season with an Advent and Christmas bag full of resources and activities that will be
available to all beginning November 21. We will invite you to Welcome Christ in Your Home with an
Advent Wreath craft party on November 21 in preparation for Advent and Christmas. We will invite you to
Welcome Hope, Peace, Joy and Love into your home as you prepare to Welcome the Child on Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day and then Welcome the Light on Epiphany. Please watch for a special “Welcome
the Season” edition of Glory Notes in the next few weeks for more information.
Mark your calendars, dates to note:
Nov 21 | Welcome the Season
bags are available to pick up.
Nov 21 | Welcome Christ in Your Home
Advent Wreath Craft Party 11a-1p
Nov 28 | 1st week of Advent: Hope
Nov 28 | Tree of Love kicks off
Dec 1 | Welcome the Fellowship
Christmas Craft Night
Dec 5 | 2nd Week of Advent: Peace

Dec 8 | Welcome the Comfort
Blue Christmas Service
Dec 12 | 3rd Week of Advent: Joy
“The Christmas Lamb” Youth
Advent Musical
Dec 15 | Welcome the Harmony
Carol Sing and Hayride
Dec 17 | KOG Youth Connect
& Service Project
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Dec 19 | 4th week of Advent: Love
“Small Dancing Light” Choral
Advent Festival Service
Dec 24 | Welcome the Child:
Christmas Eve at 2p | 4p | 6p | 10p
Dec 25 | Christmas Day, 10a only
Dec 26 | 10a only
Jan 2 | 10a only
Jan 9 | Children’s Epiphany Pageant

WORSHIP & MUSIC
Sunday Services

Sunday Education Hour 9:00-9:50am
*No classes November 28 for Thanksgiving Weekend*

Online Worship

Coffee and Donuts on the Upper Patio.

The Sunday services are live-streamed online at
both 8:00 & 10:00am or can be watched later at
your convenience. These videos can be accessed
from both our YouTube channel and our website.
Links to both services and the weekly bulletin are
emailed out each Saturday night.

Faithful Bible Investigators: pre-k—4th grade.
karissaf@kogaz.org
Crossover: 5th-6th grade
kayleeg@kogaz.org
Confirmation: 7th grade+
christyh@kogaz.org

In-Person Worship Services
8:00am OR 10:00am

Sunday Forum: for everyone else!
rachaeld@kogaz.org

We celebrate communion each Sunday with
individually wrapped communion kits, which can
be picked up before entering the sanctuary. Grape
juice and gluten free wafers are available upon
request.

For more information, please visit:
kogaz.org/education-hour

~ A Service of Thanksgiving ~
November 24 at 7:00pm,
followed by a pie social.

Volunteer
One way you can serve is by volunteering to read
scripture during worship. We need you, especially
at the 8:00 service!

Fall 2021 Music
Rehearsal Schedules

The Blue Christmas service will be held on
December 8 at 7pm. Please invite anyone you
think would benefit from this comforting service.
More info on the website.

kogaz.org/connect/music-ministry
Sanctuary Choir
Thursday evenings
from 7:30-8:45pm

The KOG Executive Council respectfully asks that
everyone wear a mask while indoors on campus. This
decision was reaffirmed at the October meeting. The
full statement can be read on the website at:
kogaz.org/plan-your-visit/

Glory Ringers
Thursday evenings
from 6:30-7:15pm
Joy Ringers
Thursday mornings at
10:15am

I F YOU ARE NOT
ATTENDING SERVICES IN
PERSON , YOU ARE
WELCOME TO SCHEDULE
PRIVATE COMMUNION BY
CALLING THE CHURCH
OFFICE .

Contemporary
Worship Ensemble
Resuming in the new
year for special events
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Youth Music
Ministries
King’s Kids Choir
Sundays from
4:30-5:00pm
Not Meeting Nov 28

KOG Choristers &
Chimes
Sundays from
4:30-5:00pm
Not Meeting Nov 28

Youth Choir
Sundays at 11:00am
Not Meeting Nov 28

H EALTH M INISTRY
For more information, contact Karen Hernandez at KarenH@kogaz.org.

November Blood Drive November 7, 7:15 am to Noon
There continues to be a shortage of blood donations throughout Arizona and the entire United States.
The extremely low supplies impacts medical care for millions of Americans.
Blood drives held by businesses, schools and churches are the primary source of Vitalant receiving
donated blood. King of Glory has been blessed with blood donors who give an hour of their time to
donate the gift of life. New donors are always needed and welcomed. All blood types are needed to meet
the demands of patient care.
Blood donation -- It's about an hour of your time. It's About Life!

November Blood Drive—November 7, 7:15-Noon
www.donors.vitalant.org code: king
Medicare Open Enrollment is happening now
Are you confused by the changes in your HMO or other Medicare plans? Do you need assistance
interpreting your Medicare billing statements? Rest easy, you're not alone.
The State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) provides objective information about Medicare
and other health insurance benefits to seniors, the disabled, and caregivers. SHIP Counselors assist those
with Medicare, or those eligible for Medicare, to better understand their options and help them
maneuver through the system.
Trained volunteer counselors provide individual assistance on these sometimes confusing policies and
forms, offering free personalized assistance. The average client receives 45 minutes of free assistance,
but problems or appeals can be complex, involving many hours and coordination between multiple
agencies.
Trained volunteers can be found at a number of locations throughout Maricopa County to provide free
personalized assistance.
A list of counseling locations can be found on the website: kogaz.org/care-outreach/health/
Services Include:
· Information regarding Original Medicare, Medicare Advantage plans (HMOs/PPOs etc.), Medicare
Supplement plans (Medigap) and options under Medicare
· Assistance with organizing Medicare and supplemental claims information to ensure all benefits are
paid and obligations to providers are satisfied
· Assistance with Medicare appeals and resolving problems
· Basic information on applying for Social Security, Medicare and SSI
· Up-to-date information and assistance on Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage
· Information on eligibility for low income programs
· Information on Long Term Care policies - Benefits Assistance counselors do not sell and will not
recommend one product over another
Contact a Benefits Assistant Counselor, call 602-280-1059.
Remember open enrollment ends December 7. If you need to make changes or want to learn of options;
this is the time to investigate and act on your decision.
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A DULT M INISTRIES
Unless noted, please contact Pastor Rachael: rachaeld@kogaz.org for more
Ladies Lunch & Bible Study: November 9 in the KOG Center. We will
gather at 11:30 for a provided lunch ($5 payable at the door).
Study will begin at 12:10. We are learning the background for some
favorite hymns. This month we are diving into the hymn How Firm a
Foundation.
Men’s Bible and Breakfast: Wednesday, November 17 & December
1 at 7am on Zoom. Bring your beverage of choice and join in
discussions surrounding “7 Questions that Rattle the Minds of Most
Men.” For more information, please contact the church office.

For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.
Matthew 18:20
Sunday Forum in October: kogaz.org/education-hour/
Nov 7 | Reformation History II with Pastor Perry Toso
Nov 14 | God Promises a Leader with Pastor Rachael
Nov 21 | God Promises Jesus Christ with Pastor Rachael
Nov 28 | No Class—Thanksgiving Holiday

The Prayer Team is committed to the ministry of intercessory prayer on behalf of King of
Glory members, friends and families. Members of the team pray on their own and
gather once a month to pray together. Prayer requests can be submitted on the
website: kogaz.org/care-outreach/prayer-team/
Monday Night Zoom—7pm
You are welcome to Zoom in and join in great faithful conversation. The
Letter of Hebrews has beautiful Christology and much to teach us. Watch a
video on your own time and then zoom in for the lesson, conversation,
prayer and community building. Pastor Rachael has the details. Email her
so that she can get you signed up for the videos and send you the weekly
zoom link. New study beginning in December!
Bible Study @ Friendship Village Thursdays at 2 p.m. in the Recreation Center
Classroom. Bring your Bibles and join in a circle of study and friendship as we explore the
Bible together. All are welcome. Pastor Rachael Dales will be the facilitator. If you have
questions or concerns, please email Rachaeld@kogaz.org or call the Church Office at
480-838-0477.

Nov 11: Walking the Walk | Nov 18: Created in Love
Nov 25: No Class, Happy Thanksgiving!
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A DULT R ECREATION
Saturday Breakfast Bunch
Join us every Saturday at 8am for social gatherings
that are strategically placed throughout the
East Valley. Come together for friendship,
food and fun. The sign-up and links to each
restaurant can be found at
kogaz.org/connect/adults/recreation
1st Saturday: Leisure World @ IHOP
2100 S. Power Rd., Mesa 85208
2nd Saturday: Tempe @ Crackers & Co. Café
1285 W. Elliot Rd., 85284
3rd Saturday: Queen Creek/STV @ The Nook:
3321 E Queen Creek Rd, 85297
4th Saturday: Scottsdale @ U.S. Egg
3138 N. Scottsdale Rd., 85251

2021-22 Book Discussion
Tuesday, November 16,
at 1:30pm in the
Learning Center.
November book:
The Honey Bus by
Meredith May

DOMINOES

Care

Wednesdays:
10:00am

Wed @ 12:30pm
Care Cards Ministry

Meeting in the Learning Center.

Outdoor season is here! Let’s meet up on the trails this fall and winter
and rejoice in God’s creation together. Our first hike is planned for
November 13. We’ll meet at the Usery Pass Visitor’s Center (7$ entry
fee) at 8:00am. Please email Jessica at jessicar@kogaz.org so that we
have a head count and can let you know if there are any changes.

December 1 | Mid-Week Advent
Advent Crafts and Fellowship
at 7:00pm.

Strength for Everyday Living
Monday & Thursday @ 9am
In the KOG Center
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Y OUTH M INISTRY U PDATE
1 Thessalonians 5:11…
“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”
It is hard to believe that we are over 2 months into our KOG Youth fall programs, but exciting to
know we have many more weeks ahead of us as we continue to gather and grow with the youth and
their families.
I personally want to thank the entire KOG congregation for stepping up in great ways. It is clear to
see how much this community values and cherishes the youth as they continue their walk with Christ. We
will certainly be welcoming more of your help as we continue to expand and reach those around us.
Over the past few months, we’ve been busy building upon the great foundation of KOG and
praying for direction for the youth ministry programs. Thanks to the commitment of staff, parents,
volunteers and the congregation, we are in a great place to continue envisioning a strong Christ-filled
future for our youth.
Our vision for the KOG Youth is to CONNECT, CHALLENGE & GROW, and we are focusing on creating
programs and events that build our youth up in each of these areas.
CONNECT | Connect programs focus on developing strong and healthy relationships between the youth,
within the KOG community, within families, and with the Father, Son & Holy Spirit. These programs will
engage youth in social and relationship-building opportunities that leave them feeling known and loved.
CHALLENGE | Challenge programs focus on challenging youth to learn and discuss scripture, creating a
safe place to ask questions and confront doubt, and discovering how to take what they learn and apply it
to their everyday lives. These programs build on the knowledge they have received through Sunday
School, Crossover and Confirmation - allowing them to continue seeking God through each season of life.
GROW | While connect and challenge programs focus on the internal strengthening of our youth, Grow
programs focus on sharing the love and truth of Christ with our community. Grow events can range from
service opportunities to hosting community events that invite others to experience King of Glory. God
calls us to love our neighbors, and that is what Grow is all about.
While we are just getting started and learning along the way, we know that there are both
exciting adventures and challenges ahead. I would personally like to challenge each member of our
congregation to get involved with kids and youth ministry in whatever capacity you are feeling called to
embrace. These youth can grow endlessly from the testimony and wisdom each of you have to share. We
have opportunities for everyone - every comfort level, and every giving capacity. I encourage you to pray,
join us at any of our youth events, and welcome you to connect with me if you feel called to get
involved.
I am filled with excitement knowing all the ways KOG will embrace 1 Thessalonians 5:11…
“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”
Looking forward to all the weeks ahead! God bless!
Kaylee Gronau, Pastor of Youth & Young Adults
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K IDS , Y OUTH & F AMILY
KOG Kids 9:00 Sunday School this fall is now the “FBI,” or Faithful Bible
Investigators! We’re digging into the Bible from beginning to end this year, and
encouraging active exploration and lots of questions! Now seeking volunteers who
can lead a craft or experiment or game, share a testimony or song, or just sit and
listen and pray with a small group of Bible investigators.
Contact Karissa to volunteer. No class November 28 for Thanksgiving Weekend.
Crossover: Grades 5 & 6, meeting in the Crossover Room
at 8:50 for social time and 9:00 for class with Mrs Kathy.
November 7 | Moses—His Life & the Exodus
November 14 | The 10 Commandments
November 21 | The Tabernacle
November 28 | No Class, Thanksgiving Weekend
Confirmation is for those 7th grade and up wishing to confirm their Lutheran faith.
Meeting at 9:00 with Ms Christy in the LOFT.
November 7 | I Want
November 14 | Believe It or Not
November 21 | Gad Makes Things
November 28 | No Class—Thanksgiving Weekend

Youth Campfire & Night Games | Wednesday, November 24
Following the Thanksgiving service (8-10pm) 5th-8th & 9th-12th
graders are invited to bring their friends and gather in the
LOFT for night games and on the lower patio for a youth
campfire!

LOFT Hours are a time
for 5th-12th graders to
come and just hang
out with each other!
Sundays | 11a-Noon
Tuesdays | 3-5pm
*LOFT is supervised by
our Youth Pastor:
Kaylee Gronau.

For youth in grades 7-12
Tuesdays from 7pm8pm in the LOFT.
Challenge is a Bible
study of the people of
the Bible - reading
scripture and learning
how their own
testimonies are all part
of God’s plan.
*Virtual is available

A ministry for 9th-12th
graders
KOGY meets every
Sunday 12pm-2pm
Come and join the fun!
*KOGY will not meet
November 28.
**Virtual is available
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For youth in grades
5th-8th & 9th-12th to
enjoy a fun night with
other KOG youth as
they connect with each
other and with Christ.
7pm-9pm
November 19 &
December 17

KOG P RE -S CHOOL
KOG Preschool students will be learning so many concepts in the month of November.
This is a month dedicated to being thankful and all of us here at KOG Preschool are
thankful for another smooth and successful school year.
The preschool students will be learning about many concepts related to the fall
season including what scarecrows are used for and they will build their own
scarecrow. They will also learn about how to be thankful for all the many blessings in
their lives and how to go about expressing that thankfulness. They will learn about
how the leaves start falling off the trees and what can be done with all those lovely
leaves.
The pre-kindergarten students will be having a fun month as well. They will be doing
some cooking throughout the month to prepare for the Thanksgiving feast they
share with their friends. They will make applesauce and cornbread muffins. This is a
meaningful experience for them as they participate in the process of cooking. The
students will take this month to learn their parents’ phone number. This is important
information to begin instilling in the children and this will prepare them for learning
more personal information in kindergarten and beyond.
Before the Thanksgiving holiday, all the students will come together for songs, a
prayer, and a wonderful Thanksgiving feast that they will share with each other.
Parents will be welcome to join the classes outside for the songs. This will be a
wonderful way to begin our holiday!
We always take this time to give thanks to God for the many wonderful people,
situations and blessings that come our way every day. We are very thankful for the
amazing families and their children that we have the privilege to serve and teach daily.
We are thankful for the chance we have every day to show God’s love to all who walk
through the doors of the preschool. We also continue to be thankful for the wonderful
support shown by the KOG Church Family towards the preschool throughout the
school year.
Have a Blessed and Happy Thanksgiving everyone!
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T HE M ONTH T HAT W AS … O CTOBER
New
Connections
Class

Founders’ Day

Fall Festival—2021
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M ISSION / O UTREACH
Paz de Cristo Meal Service

We accept non-perishable
food items for our food cart.
Items are then donated to a
local food bank. Items can
be dropped off in the church
office or in the cart itself on
Sunday mornings.

“KOG & Friends" Volunteers are needed
for Paz de Cristo!

Dust off your hard hats and dig out
that hammer, because Habitat for
Humanity has a new build:
697 W 19th St, Tempe 85281
Thank you all for your commitment to our
community while serving the Lord and offering a
helping hand up to those in need.
If you can’t help with the build but would like to
help, we need people to commit to providing
lunch for about 15 people on the following dates:
Nov 13, Dec 11 & 18.
For more information, or to get involved, contact
Michael Wilkins at mwilkins@live.com.
Meeting @ 5pm by Zoom, date TBD
To join this team or get on their contact list, please
email Pastor Rachael at RachaelD@kogaz.org.

Days for Girls
November 16
1:00-4:00pm
KOG Fellowship Hall

Next dates: November 14 and December
12, 4:00-7:30pm. Seventeen (17) volunteers are
needed each month on the 2nd Sunday. Please
respond by 3 days before each Sunday we
serve, to Gloria Aksentowitz, text to 480-6503563; email gloriaja@cox.net.
Paz de Cristo is on the north side of Broadway
Road at Country Club Road in Mesa. The airconditioned dining room, streamlined process and
well-defined volunteer roles help our evenings go
quickly and smoothly. All volunteers receive full
details via email before we serve. The KOG
coordinators provide KN-95 masks, and the guests
are seated and served to maintain social
distancing.
Thank you to our October volunteers: Julie Buelt,
Kirsten Buelt, Erika Geiger, Jennifer Grigsby, Carl
Grina, Cheryl Maurice, Don Mordhorst, John
Wennes, Marilyn Wilson, Ralph Wilson; coordinator
Gloria Aksentowitz.

Stitch-a-Smile

Meets each Thursday at 9:00am in the
Multipurpose Room for stitching and smiles. For
more information, or to get involved, contact the
church office.
Social Justice Task Force
Meeting November 17 at 5:30pm on Zoom.
Contact Pastor Rachael for more info or the
link: RachaelD@kogaz.org
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M ISSION

OF THE

M ONTH : I-H ELP

Tempe Community Action Agency (TCAA)’s mission is to elevate the living circumstances of those in
need in our community. Located just west of the 101 on Apache, TCAA runs a food bank and a day drop
-in resource center called The Oasis for those experiencing homelessness. There anyone can receive
water, respite from the heat, internet access, job coaching, bus passes and more. In the shared effort
to provide shelter in our community, TCAA offers vouchers for rental assistance as well as a temporary
shelter program called I-HELP which partners with local churches who open up their meeting space on
a rotating basis. I-HELP provides trained monitors and coordinates meal service for a group of 40
vetted participants while the churches simply open the space before and closes up after. For more
information about the program, visit the TCAA website at: tempeaction.org
It has been our privilege to partner with TCAA for the last year and a half in providing financial support
and being the designated Thursday night shelter for I-HELP. While our host-site responsibilities are
minimal, we welcome anyone who would be interested in being part of our I-HELP team. In particular,
we have volunteered to serve Thanksgiving dinner to the participants on Nov. 25th. On a day that we
often focus on self-indulgence it can help keep our hearts stay humble by serving those who have less
than we do. If interested in helping prepare or serve the Thanksgiving meal, please contact Pastor
Rachael or the office to join this special service team and we’ll follow-up with more specifics.

Learn more about TCAA and I-HELP on Sunday, December 5, at 9 a.m. at the Sunday Forum. Our Guest
Speaker will be Juliet Armstrong Starkey, Senior Director of Operations.
Thank you for your support of our congregations Missions and Outreach with your prayers, your
service, and your donations! Together we are incrementally advancing Jesus’ mission which is
transforming the world more in the image of Heaven daily.

Tree of Love: November 28– December 19
How does is work? Take an ornament from the tree, purchase the item or gift card indicated and
return it, with the tag, to the church by December 19. This year’s charitable organizations include:
José’s Closet: A charitable organization serving vulnerable foster, kinship and adoptive families to
make family life easier by providing items needed to make a foster child feel welcome in their new
home: clothes, shoes, toys and games, books, baby equipment, strollers and more.
Mesa Veterans Resource Center: Provides comprehensive resources to access services and personal
assistance to Veteran’s in our community.
East Valley—Lutheran Social Ministries: Supporting the east valley with financial help, food, clothing and gas.
Paz de Cristo: Feeds the hungry and homeless every night as well as providing groceries, personal
hygiene items, gift cards, bus passes and empowerment programs.
*Gift Cards can be purchased from the script program in the narthex to support youth programming.
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T HANK

YOU FOR

G IVING !

Your financial contributions support all the KOG ministries. The KOG campus facilitates outside programs
such as Tempe I-Help, Indo-Pak worship services, German classes, a Korean-speaking church and daily AA
meetings, thus giving back to the community in many ways. King of Glory has provided facilities for a
Christian-based Scouting ministry for all youths from Kindergarten through High School. King of Glory
Preschool gives children a positive and successful first school experience, within a faith-based
environment. The Health Ministry maintains contact with shut-ins, coordinates funeral services, and has
implemented the Tele-coil Hearing Loop System on campus. The Music Ministry has a variety of choirs and
education classes, as well as the 55-rank organ and grand piano, all of which are enjoyed in each service.
Your contribution can be given securely in any of the following ways:
By Mail

2085 E Southern Ave
Tempe, AZ 85282-7514

Online

By Text

In Person

Kogaz.org

(480)525-5483
(with $ sign)

As you enter
or leave

Scan QR Code

Other ways you can make a difference financially:

Thrivent—Thrivent is a member network in a region (Ours is Southwest Region.) that
brings members—who value being wise with money and living generously—together. If
you are a member of THRIVENT, this is a reminder that the “Thrivent Choice Dollars”
may be designated to King of Glory Lutheran Church or King of Glory Preschool by going online to
www.thrivent.com or by calling 1-800-847-4836. If you call, just say “Thrivent Choice,” and you will be
directed to the correct person. If you go online to the website, it gives you the Thrivent Choice option on
their home page. Type in King of Glory Lutheran Church, Tempe, AZ. THANK YOU for taking the time to
share Thrivent’s charitable donation funds with King of Glory!

Tax Savings Opportunity—Individuals who are 72 or older can make gifts of up to
$100,000 directly from their IRA to KOG without paying federal income tax on the withdrawal.
This option provides tax savings to donors even if they do not itemize deductions. Please
consult your financial advisor or tax professional before making a gift.

KOG KA$H

(Gift Cards)—We sell scrip/gift cards in the Narthex every Sunday morning and in the
church office during the week. Each company gives us a percentage of their sale price, so nonprofits can sell
and make a slight profit off of each card sold at face value. It adds up and the KOG youth have benefited by
going to summer camp for many years. They make great gifts for family and friends or you can buy cards for
your regular shopping destinations. Your support is greatly appreciated! For a complete list of cards
available, please visit the following website: kogaz.org/connect/youth
Fry’s Community Rewards Program—By enrolling in the Fry’s Community
Rewards program, you can support King of Glory. To get started, sign up with your
V.I.P Card on the Account Summary page and select King of Glory. Once you have
enrolled, you’ll earn rewards for King of Glory every time you shop and use your V.I.P
Card.

Amazon Smile Program—When shopping on Amazon, purchase through
AmazonSmile instead of Amazon.com, and a portion of your purchase will go to
King of Glory. Simply visit amazonsmile.com and sign in to your amazon.com
account. Type King of Glory Lutheran Church, Tempe, AZ, in the search box to sign up.
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Partners in Ministry
Ministers ............................. All People of Christ’s Church
Senior Pastor ..................... Rev. Paul Finley .................... pastorpaul@kogaz.org
Assistant Pastor ................ Rev. Rachael Dales ............... rachaeld@kogaz.org
Dir./Music & Organist ....... David White ........................... davidw@kogaz.org
Preschool Director............ Cindy Stark ........................... preschool@kogaz.org
Dir./Health Ministry .......... Karen Hernandez .................. karenh@kogaz.org
Pstr Youth/Young Adults . Kaylee Gronau ...................... kayleeg@kogaz.org
Confirmation Coordinator Christy Hegebush ................. cahegebush@gmail.com
Crossover (gr.5-6) ........... Kaylee Gronau/Kathy Connors .. kayleeg@kogaz.org
Dir./Children & Family ...... Karissa Finley ....................... karissaf@kogaz.org
Business Administrator .... Vicki Hegebush ..................... vickih@kogaz.org
Membership/Reception .... Gina Bouk.............................. ginab@kogaz.org
Dir/Communications……….Jessica Robinson………………...jessicar@kogaz.org
Bookkeeper ......................... Kath Buher............................ kathrynb@kogaz.org
Dir./Audio-Visual ............... Jeff Dorn
Pastoral Intern................... Frederick Sibben .................. Frederick@kogaz.org
Building & Grounds ............ George Robinson/Micah White

KOG E XECUTIVE C OUNCIL
Keith Norgren,............ President ................. knorgren@kogaz.org
Valerie Grina .............. Vice President .......... vgrina@kogaz.org
Kayla Sahl ................... Treasurer ................. ksahl@kogaz.org
Lesley Davis,............... Secretary ................. ldavis@kogaz.org

Members-At-Large:
Mark Berry ................. .................................. mberry@kogaz.org
Lisa McKnight ............. .................................. lmcknight@kogaz.org
Gary Johnson ............. .................................. gjohnson@kogaz.org

The next council meeting is scheduled for
November 17 @ 6:30pm in the Learning
Center.

For prayer or encouragement, please call the church office 480-838-0477 or contact us at info@kogaz.org. We are here for you!

For privacy reasons the list of prayer requests is not included in the online version of the newsletter.

The Weekly Updates/Announcements, Glory Notes, are included as part of this monthly edition of Connections.
Watch for it every Friday in your email. As events change and programs reconvene, you’ll be informed weekly.
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King of Glory Lutheran Church
2085 E Southern Ave
Tempe AZ 85282-7514

Celebrations in November
Birthday Blessings to:

Nov Anniversary Blessings to:
Dorothy & Donald Joesten—56 years
Don & Marlys Wubbena—63 years
Mel & Kay Frueh—68 years

Marilyn Ferguson—91 years young

King of Glory Lutheran Church 2085 E. Southern Ave, Tempe AZ 85282
480-838-0477
email: info@kogaz.org
www.kogaz.org
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