Daily Reflections for Advent & Christmas
A Guide through Advent, Christmas and into Epiphany
This book moves in chronological order and offers you ways to reflect on God each day
as we count down to Christmas, celebrate Christmas and then count up to the feast of
Epiphany ending with a house blessing.
Every day in Advent we have provided you with a word of the day and a short reflection
of that word. We invite you to ponder this word all day and look for examples of it in your life,
which we invite you to share with those around you. We will post a companion picture on our
social media pages each day. We invite you to share with us any pictures that inspire you each
day as well. You can follow us on Facebook & Instagram at @kingofgloryaz.
For a more in-depth daily devotion, we invite you to read “25 Devotions for Advent”
from the Daily Guideposts booklet, which was included in your bag.
During the 12 days of Christmas, we invite you to do the activity provided that
corresponds with a song in the provided caroling book.
On Epiphany, we invite you to bless your house for the new year.
We’ve also included dates for all the special events we have happening at KOG this
Advent and Christmas. We pray you all will be blessed as we Welcome the Season!
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Today, November 28, we light the first Advent candle—the candle of Hope.
As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to
live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace.

November 28: Root
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots, we read in
Isaiah. Just as the branch is rooted in Jesse, God’s living judgment is rooted in righteousness and equity,
and the fruit of that righteousness and equity is full knowledge of God in God’s glorious dwelling place.

November 29: Restore
“Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;” the Psalmist cries out three times, “show the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.” There are many sources of pain and suffering, but only one source
of life and peace. Advent’s clarion call is to turn back and find oneself anew in the light of the face of God,
restored to wholeness by the one whose return we await.

November 30: Honey
The Promised Land flows with milk and honey – how sweet it is. Like Pooh Bear, I love “sweet” and
“Sweet Jesus” appeals to me. But as I ponder this, things get sticky very fast.
“Sweet Jesus” is not a popular term in many churches. “The sated appetite spurns honey, but to a
ravenous appetite even the bitter is sweet” (Prov. 27:7). Want honey? Follow bees. Want Heaven? Follow
Beatitudes. Fed-up people have little use for a Sweet Jesus, one who feeds hungry people merely
because they are hungry and loved. Child-souls love Pooh and honey – and Jesus – because they sweeten
many bitter circumstances.

Gather with us tonight, December 1 at 7pm, for our first mid-week Advent event, and join in fellowship for
a craft night. We will have crafts for Advent and Christmas. All are welcome!

December 1: Gather
The spirit of gathering is in the air—gathering with friends and family, gathering gifts to share, gathering
prayers and songs for the new dawn of Jesus in our midst. Drawn together by the light of the newborn
Christ, we gather at the crèche to see Jesus, and glimpse in one another his saving love.
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December 2: Unexpected
“The Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” Advent reminds us that accountability (this is what
the second coming represents) will be unexpected. It might be the cosmic intervention or it might just be
the passing from this life into the next. Either way, the point is simple: Life is precious and short. Are we
using the gift of time well? We should treat every second as an opportunity to grow, to forgive, to
support someone in need, and to love.

December 3: Time
Advent proclaims that time is of the essence. But rather than flying away, the Coming of the King reveals
that time keeps slipping into the future. And what will God’s future look like? – the truth, beauty and love
of a newborn child that no power on earth can withstand.

December 4: Raise
When we raise something, we put it above everything else, make it stronger, better, and more
noticeable. What is our focus for all the things that we raise in our own lives: children, questions,
concerns, taxes, salaries, walls, fences, money, prayers, and more?

Today, December 5, we light the second Advent candle—the candle of Peace.
As we light this candle, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our hearts to live in justice
and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations.

December 5: Humble
“…do justice…love kindness…walk humbly with your God.” These words from the prophet Micah stand
in contrast to the ways of the world, where power and self-importance reign, and humility is seen as
weakness. As followers of Jesus, we are called to lives of humble service, letting go of ego in order to
care for the oppressed, love our enemies, and share Christ’s peace with all.

December 6: Glory
Remember Saint Nicholas on this St. Nicholas Day! All of Nicholas’ life gave glory to God. He truly lived the
two great commandments: to love God and to love neighbor. Nicholas’ protection and rescue of women
and children, his feeding of the hungry, and his care for all in need, show us how to live. May we, like
Nicholas, so live the way of God’s love for all our neighbors, respecting the dignity of every human being.
Then as we work to feed the hungry and free the oppressed, our lives, like Nicholas’, will give glory to
God.

December 7: House
The prophet Isaiah invites us and ‘all the nations’ to go up to the ‘house of God,’ the place where God
dwells (Isaiah 2:2). For the ancient Israelites, it was the tabernacle, then the temple. For us, the place
where God dwells may be the church, or the natural world, or the inner depths of our hearts. It is the
place to which we must return to learn to live well.
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Join us tonight, December 8, at 7pm, in our second mid-week Advent event: Blue Christmas. This is a
service of remembrance and hope. It is a time when we can, in company with each other, acknowledge
the sadness we feel at Christmas time. This is the time of the shortest day and longest night of the year,
when memories of past experiences and the pain of present reality can become overwhelming.
Recognizing that this is not a season of joy for everyone, in this service we will be invited to reflect on the
pain, the loneliness, and the sorrow we may feel and offer it all to our great sign of hope, the Holy Child of
Bethlehem. We pray that all of us will find hope and comfort in knowing that we are not alone.
If you are not able to attend, the service will be available online beginning December 9. We also
encourage you to share it with loved ones who may be in need of it.

December 8: Comfort
Our times may feel marked with anxiety as the days grow darker toward the winter solstice. While we cry
out into the night, we know God’s glory will soon be revealed. Be comforted and patient. The one whom
we wait for brings mercy, forgiveness, truth, and peace. With the consolation we receive from God, and
strengthened by the hope of the prophets, we comfort those in any trouble (2 Cor. 1:3). Restore your
outlook, speak tenderly, and be kind. “All shall be well, and all matters of things shall be well” (Julian of
Norwich).

December 9: Mercy
Sometimes this word confines us as a small measure of what we require or are able to give. In thinking
about mercy, we so frequently have our own narrow needs and restricted limits.
Yet God’s mercy is boundless, amazingly so, reaching out, beyond anything that we can imagine, to
embrace and to forgive. And as we experience it, fresh and full every day, our hearts expand in response
to the miraculous gift that changes everything.
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning. Great is your faithfulness! (Lam 3:22-23)

December 10: Grace
God’s grace is tolerant and patient. God’s grace gives solace and comfort to all believers and bears them
up in the midst of distress. God’s grace does not mark what we do amiss. If we seek to share this grace,
we must be ready to comfort those who are cast down and to support those who are oppressed.

December 11: Bless
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells us of the power we all have to BLESS others when we are following
the way of love. “…the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no
offense at me.” Every day and every encounter is an opportunity for blessing.
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Today, December 12, we light the third Advent candle—the candle of Joy.
As we light this candle, satisfy our hunger with your good gifts, open our eyes to the great things you
have done for us, and fill us with patience until the coming of the Lord Jesus.
We will have a special musical offering, “The Christmas Lamb,” from our Youth Choirs at the 10:00
service today.

December 12: Turn
Have you ever watched children playing hide and seek? Take a moment to imagine a child turned away,
squeezing their eyes closed, and counting. Then, with a loud giggle, spinning back around. The look on
their face when they turned is one of pure joy and excitement as they anticipate finding their friends. We
are invited this day to turn our hearts towards God. May we do so with great anticipation and find joy in
discovering that God is ready to be found.

December 13: Water
Our living world is powerful, yet even the strongest organism needs water to live. The words of the
prophet Isaiah offer images of a sprout rising from a stump and showers watering the earth. These
images point us to the sustaining power of water and remind us of the cleansing power of God. In this
Advent season, may we prepare to receive the water that quenches every thirst and cleanses all, may we
be ready to do good.

December 14: Patience
Patience is that reminder that we are not in control, that our lives do not always happen according to our
schedule. The experiences of the prophets, Mary, Joseph, shepherds and Magi remind us that we exist in
God’s time. Living in kairos time requires our prayer, our attention and most certainly our patience as we
recognize God’s presence, as we allow the Holy Spirit to guide our lives.

Join us tonight, December 15, at 7pm, in our third and final mid-week Advent event: Carol Sing and
Hayrides. Beginning at 7pm, we will gather in the sanctuary and sing many of our favorite songs of the
season followed by an optional hayride in the neighborhood—where continuing to carol will be
encouraged!
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December 15: Harmony
Advent is a season that calls us to learn how to live in harmony with one another as we wait together for
the promised coming. In Romans, Paul speaks of the oneness of like-minded believers as a means to
accomplish God’s will. But this does not mean that we abandon our individuality. We are like the single
notes on a musical scale and, when we are played together in Christ, we form a musical chord. But our
harmony is impossible apart from Christ who calls us to act with one accord, to speak with one voice, to
be in accord with one another.

December 16: Learn
Love comes easy at Christmas, in the story of the birth of a vulnerable baby Jesus. It’s a good place to
start, with Jesus, but there is more to know. The Jesus of the Gospels often challenges, standing in
defiance of a world which refused to know him. And Jesus also challenges us today. As his disciples, we
learn all we can, keeping our hearts open to the Jesus we find in scripture but also open to the Jesus who
calls us to learn to love as he did. The “Way of Love” is to LEARN to love as boldly as Jesus.

December 17: Pray
It is not easy to pray. The apostles knew that. That is why instead of a lesson on preaching, they asked,
“Lord, teach us to pray.” Jesus replied, “When you pray, say ‘Our Father.’” Prayer is relationship. When
we say, “let us pray,” we open ourselves to a deeper and intimate relationship with God. We also open
our hearts to humanity so we may intercede for the world.

December 18: Worship
In the weeks prior to Jesus’s birth, the Magi left the familiar on a long trek to an obscure town in a foreign
land. It’s a long way to go to worship the new king born in Bethlehem. It was not an easy journey. Advent
is our own long journey leading us to a place where we can recognize God revealed to us and to worship
him.

Today, December 19, we light the fourth Advent candle—the candle of Love.
As we light this candle, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the word spoken by your
prophets; restore us and give us life that we may be saved.
You are invited to our annual Choral Advent Festival Service: “Small Dancing Light” service today at
10am.

December 19: Beloved
You are loved. Three simple words. And yet words that can transform…everything! The New Testament
asserts that “love is from God, because God is love.” This love is nothing less than the saving lifeblood for
a global family that often feels and acts in very unloving ways. All too often, we are hemorrhaging fear
and hurt because we allow selfishness—the opposite of love—to fill our veins and kill our souls. And the
world can be transformed. Yet in this quest, a key thing to remember is that God is the initiator of
reconciliation, not we human beings.
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December 20: Wisdom
The wisest path is to surrender to the will of the “only wise God” when it is revealed to us. Mary was
confused by her encounter with the angel Gabriel but wisely said, “Here am I” nevertheless. Indeed,
having wisdom does not mean having all of the answers. Wisdom resides in actively waiting for the word
of God to come to us at the appointed time. It involves trusting enough in God’s provision that we can say
“yes” to God’s call.

December 21: Rest
Rest is where the magic happens. True rest changes us at the cellular level. It is the space in which the
body is strengthened and the soul restored. Catch your breath, let down your guard, rest and let God
come especially close. Relieve yourself of the adrenaline rush and the accolades wrought of busyness so
that Jesus can be born anew in you.

December 22: Restore
“Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;” the Psalmist cries out three times, “show the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.” There are many sources of pain and suffering, but only one source
of life and peace. Advent’s clarion call is to turn back and find oneself anew in the light of the face of God,
restored to wholeness by the one whose return we await.

December 23: Message
When Joseph obeyed the angel’s message, “go, take Mary who is with child as your wife,” the Holy Family
came into being–Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. Too often we overlook Joseph who was given a vocation and
accepted it. Who else do we overlook, seeing them as “minor players?” The message of Advent is clear.
There are no people who should be overlooked or marginalized. Our vocation as Christians calls us to see
the Babe of Bethlehem in each and every person. That is the message of Advent.

We invite you to attend Christmas Eve Services at the following times:
2:00pm | 4:00pm | 6:00pm | 10:00pm

Or, enjoy our online service from home. It will premiere on our YouTube channel at 2:00pm Christmas Eve.
Your “Welcome the Season” bag includes candles and communion for your use during this service.

December 24: Go
Go see. Go hear. Go tell. Following Jesus involves movement, witnessing to his ministry, using our agency
for positive change through word and deed. As we go, we must keep our eyes and ears open to what the
world is telling us, so that in our going, we are prepared to authentically address the needs of others and
of creation.
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We invite you to attend a Christmas Day service with us at 10:00am.

December 25: Word
Christmas reminds us that our God is not distant and remote. God, in Jesus Christ, was born into our
world to be in solidarity with us, to show us perfect love. On Christmas Day, we praise God for the birth of
Jesus Christ, the eternal Word.
“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son, full of grace and truth” ( John 1:14).

Where the Light Begins
Perhaps it does not begin.
Perhaps it is always.
Perhaps it takes
a lifetime
to open our eyes,
to learn to see
what has forever
shimmered in front of us—
the luminous line
of the map
in the dark,
the vigil flame
in the house
of the heart,
the love
so searing
we cannot keep
from singing,

Perhaps this day
will be the mountain
over which
the dawn breaks.
Perhaps we
will turn our face
toward it,
toward what has been
always.
Perhaps
our eyes
will finally open
in ancient recognition,
willingly dazzled,
illuminated at last.
Perhaps this day
the light begins
in us.
-Jan Richardson

from crying our
in testimony
and praise.

Circle of Grace:
A Book of Blessings for the Seasons.
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Christmas isn’t just one day, but a whole season! It lasts twelve days, from Christmas Day to Epiphany
(January 6). Keep celebrating! Gather with friends and family, eat cookies, enjoy your Christmas
decorations, watch Christmas movies, and sing all your favorite Christmas songs. Through the 12 Joyous
Days of Christmas, we will focus on songs instead of words. We have included these in the 2021 KOG
Caroling Book. Some of the prompts here may appeal more to younger people, but we invite everyone to
embrace the ideas put forth here.

December 26: “Joy to the World”
Bundle up and go outside to sing. Join your voices with the fields, rocks, hills, and all the earth! Jesus is
born, and this is good news for creation. Notice the ways that the world outside is “singing” its praise:
listen for birds singing, the sound of the wind through tree branches, and other nature sounds.
There will only be one service today, December 26, at 10:00am.

December 27: “Go Tell It On the Mountain”
Today the church remembers St. John, Apostle and Evangelist. John’s gospel describes Christ as the
Word-made-flesh who came to live among us. In Jesus, God comes to us in person to bring us love and
light. With John and all messengers of good tidings, we shout from the mountaintop the joyful news that
Jesus is born!

December 28: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
Build a fort out of chairs, couches, pillows, and blankets. Make sure there is plenty of room in the inn—fill
your fort with stuffed animals, family members, and pets. Light a flashlight, lantern, or battery-powered
candle inside your fort and think about Jesus being born among the animals in that little town called
Bethlehem. If you think you’re too old for this activity, try to embrace your inner child today!

December 29: “O Come, all ye Faithful”
Jesus is born, and it is a happy morning! Cook breakfast together with your family—something delicious
like pancakes or waffles. While you are cooking and eating, talk about your favorite parts of the
Christmas season so far.

December 30: “Love Has Come”
Celebrate love today. Call, text, FaceTime, or Skype family and friends who live far away and tell them
you love them. At bedtime, bless one another by tracing the sign of the cross on each other’s foreheads
and saying, “Jesus loves you and so do I!”

December 31: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
At Christmas midnight, the angels welcomed Jesus. At midnight tonight, we welcome a new year. Say a
special prayer together tonight. Thank God for the blessings of this past year. Ask God for hope and
protection in the new year. Pray for peace and healing for all people, nations, and creation.
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January 1: “What Child Is This”
The church observes this day as “Name of Jesus,” because according to Jewish tradition, baby boys
received their names on the eighth day of life. Do you know what your name means? Were you named
after someone? Do you have a nickname? Remember today that in baptism, you were also given the name
“Child of God.”

January 2: “Away in a Manger”
While baby Jesus slept in the manger, his parents, the animals, and even the stars watched him and
protected him. Tonight, hang stars above your bed and put some stuffed animals near you to watch you
sleep. Remember that Jesus loves you and promises to guard you, sleeping or waking.
There will only be one service today, January 2, at 10:00am.

January 3: “Silent Night, Holy Night!”
Tonight, gather and light as many candles as you can find in your home. Turn off the lights. Notice how
the candlelight bounces and flickers around the room. Have a leader say, “Jesus Christ is the light of the
world.” Everybody else responds, “The light no darkness can overcome.” Take turns being the leader.

January 4: “Angels From the Realms of Glory”
Have the magi from your nativity set been waiting to come to the manger? Move them somewhere a little
closer to the nativity scene, then go outside and look for the brightest star you can see in the sky.

January 5: “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord”
Collect all the stars you can find in your home—the stars you hung over your bed, star ornaments from
the Christmas tree—and place them around your nativity scene. Hang the biggest one over the manger.
Now your magi figures will know where Jesus is!

January 6: “The First Noel”
Have a home blessing. Notice what you are thankful for in each room of your home, and ask for God’s
blessing (“God, bless our kitchen and the conversations we have there”). Continue the celebration with
other Epiphany traditions, like burning pine branches or eating king cake.

Today, January 6, is the Feast of the Epiphany.
The tradition of blessing the home on Epiphany is an ancient custom in the Church. The custom focuses
on the day when the Magi, or the Three Wise Men, entered the home of the holy family where they
brought their gifts of Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh, to a young (about 2 years old) Jesus Christ.
This is a simple, but profound way to start the new year—welcoming Christ to bless your home for the
new year.
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Gather some chalk and be ready to write: 20 + C + M + B + 22 over your door.
The letters C, M, B have two meanings. They are the initials of the traditional names of the three magi:
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. They also represent the Latin words “Christus mansionem benedicat”
which means “May Christ bless the house.” The “+” signs symbolize the cross and the 20 and the 22
represent the year, 2022.
Gather around the entry to your home and pray the following together.

Epiphany House Blessing:
May peace be to this house and to all who enter here.
By wisdom a house is built and through understanding it is established;
through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. (Proverbs 24:3-4)
As we prepare to ask God’s blessing on this house, let us listen to the words of scripture.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness, we have all received grace upon grace. (John 1:1-4, 14, 16)
Write the appropriate character (left) while speaking the text (right).
The magi of old, known as
C
Caspar,
M
Melchior, and
B
Balthasar
followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell among us
20 two thousand
22 and nineteen years ago.
+ Christ, bless this house,
+ and remain with us throughout the new year.
Prayer of Blessing
O God, you revealed your Son to all people by the shining light of a star. We pray that you bless this home
and all who live here with your gracious presence. May your love be our inspiration, your wisdom our
guide, your truth our light, and your peace our benediction; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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