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Ruth 1:6-18—Your people will be my people.
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Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the
country of Moab that the LORD had considered his people and given them food. 7So she set out from the
place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in- law, and they went on their way to go
back to the land of Judah. 8But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go back each of you to your
mother's house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. 9The
LORD grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of your husband." Then she kissed them,
and they wept aloud. 10They said to her, "No, we will return with you to your people." 11But Naomi said,
"Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may
become your husbands? 12Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband.
Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, 13would
you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has
been far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the LORD has turned against me." 14Then
they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.
15
So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister
-in-law." 16But Ruth said,
"Do not press me to leave you
or to turn back from following you!
Where you go, I will go;
where you lodge, I will lodge,
your people shall be my people,
and your God my God.
17
Where you die, I will die —
there will I be buried.
May the LORD do thus and so to me,
and more as well,
if even death parts me from you!"
18
When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her.
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O God, you are my God; at dawn I seek you; for you my soul is thirsting.
For you my flesh is pining, like a dry, weary land without water.
I have come before you in the sanctuary, to behold your strength and your glory.
Your loving mercy is better than life; my lips will speak your praise.
I will bless you all my life; in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet; with joyful lips, my mouth shall praise you.
For you have been my strength; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.
My soul clings fast to you; your right hand upholds me.

S ECOND R EADING

Acts 2:42-47—Community in the Church.
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They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers.
43
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All
who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
47
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number
those who were being saved.
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Luke 10:25-37—The good Samaritan.

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you read there?" 27He answered, "You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your
mind; and your neighbor as yourself." 28And he said to him, "You have given the right answer; do this,
and you will live."
29
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 30Jesus replied, "A
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him,
beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road;
and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place
and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he
saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and
wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35The
next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of him; and when I
come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.' 36Which of these three, do you think, was a
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?" 37He said, "The one who showed him
mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."
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