
F IRST  R EADING         Genesis 1:27-31 & 2:15-17 
 

27So God created humankind in his image, 
   in the image of God he created them; 
   male and female he created them. 

28God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 
upon the earth." 29God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all 
the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the 
earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 
15The Lord GOD took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And the Lord GOD 
commanded the man, "You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die."  
 
 

P SALM  5 1  

 
The praises of Zion, O God, are your due; Your mercies are countless, our merits are few;  
The weight of transgressions your grace will remove, and give life we cherish, redeemed by your love.  
 
Your strength has established the sea and the plain; each day all creation your praise sings again;  
the God of salvation, our hope for always, a shelter in darkness, the light of our days.  
 
The earth’s endless bounty, Lord, let us preserve; its richness and splendor we less than deserve;  
the cycle of seasons gives sense to the year, an autumn for harvest, a springtime of cheer!   

 
 



SECOND  R EADING     Hebrews 8:7-12 
 

7For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no need to look for a second one.  

8God finds fault with them when he says: 
 "The days are surely coming, says the Lord, 
 when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel 
 and with the house of Judah; 
 9not like the covenant that I made with their ancestors, 
 on the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; 
 for they did not continue in my covenant, 
 and so I had no concern for them, says the Lord. 
 10This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
 after those days, says the Lord: 
 I will put my laws in their minds, 
 and write them on their hearts, 
 and I will be their God, 
 and they shall be my people. 
 11And they shall not teach one another 
 or say to each other, 'Know the Lord,' 
 for they shall all know me, 
 from the least of them to the greatest. 
 12For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, 
 and I will remember their sins no more." 

 
 

GOSPEL  LESSON         Matthew 22: 34-40 

 

34When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35and 
one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36Teacher, which commandment in the law is 
the greatest? 37He said to him, " 'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.' 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: 'You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets."  


