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Daily Reflections for the Season on our journey through 

Advent, to Christmas  & Epiphany. 
 

 This book moves in chronological order and offers you ways to reflect on God each day 

as we count down to Christmas, celebrate Christmas and then count up to the feast of 

Epiphany ending with a house blessing. 

 Every day in Advent we have provided you with a word of the day and a short reflection 

of that word. We invite you to ponder this word all day and look for examples of it in your life, 

which we invite you to share with those around you. We will post a companion picture on our 

social media pages each day. We invite you to share with us any pictures that inspire you each 

day as well. You can follow us on Facebook & Instagram at @kingofgloryaz. 

 During the 12 days of Christmas, we invite you to watch a Christmas or Epiphany 

themed movie. Some are classics and some might be new to you! We hope they share 

messages that share God’s love in different and meaningful ways. And, we won’t judge you if 

you take a peek and watch the movies early! 

 On Epiphany, we invite you to bless your house for the new year.  

 We’ve also included dates for all the special events we have happening at KOG this 

Advent and Christmas. We pray you all will be blessed as we get Creative this Christmas! 
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November 27 is the 1st Sunday in Advent: Hope 
Today, November 27, we light the first Advent candle—the candle of Hope.  
As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to 
live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace.  

November 27: Blessed 
A friend of mine always responds to inquiries about herself with the response, “I’m blessed.” Another 
friend when we depart from one another, says, “stay blessed.” Another friend of mine has a bumper 
sticker that reads: “too blessed to be stressed.” It’s fitting that we use the word blessed to mean 
extremely happy, serene, and fortunate. Being blessed often results from someone who cares about us, 
loves us, or wants good things for us. I’m prone to refer to a good thing that happens to someone as a 
blessing. Being blessed involves love. The deeper the gift, the deeper the love. When God blesses us, 
however it happens, we tend to want to tell someone close to us about it. God loved the world so much 
that he sent to us his blessed son. God blessed Mary to bring Jesus to the world. As we wait for Jesus 
with an expectant spirit, add blessed to your thinking and your self-talk. Do you mean fortunate or 
sanctified? How does it change how you see yourself? 
 

November 28: Flock 
I am a sheep and Jesus the Christ is my shepherd. “The Lord is my shepherd,…” Psalm 23:1a. Sheep don’t 

fight, run, fly, or climb well. Sheep are TOTALLY DEPENDANT on their Shepherd for life. But not all 

shepherds are created equal! “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So, when he sees the wolf 

coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away.” [John 10:11-12.] “The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, 

and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.” [John 10:3.] I lack 

nothing: “He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my 

soul. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and 

your staff, they comfort me. [Psalm 23:2-4] Where will you trust the good shepherd to lead you today? 

November 29: Magnify 
When we magnify, we enlarge a thing, amplify it, no matter its original size. Magnification doesn’t require 
smallness to begin. It requires love and faith to grow.  
When God magnifies, God enlarges all things – regardless of original size. God miraculously, wonderfully, 
beautifully, and completely swells, widens, stretches, grows, deepens, exaggerates, heightens, 
intensifies… all of us. We, ourselves and our most inward desires, rest fully in god’s careful, tender care. 
God, who grows the best in us and asks that we seek the best in one another for god’s sake. Magnifying 
our goodness, wholeness, striving and care. Enlarging what may already be large, or small, through our 
attention. Magnifying notice and love. 
 

November 30: Creative Christmas Week 1 
Today, November 30, is our first mid-week Advent observance. Today we offer: 
11am | Mid-Week service followed by a soup lunch 
6pm | Dinner Youth Fundraiser—Spaghetti Dinner 
6:30pm | Hope | Reason for the Season | Christmas Themed Paint Night 

Hope 
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November 30: Generations 
With the announcement of a coming grandbaby our understanding of generations explodes. The line that 
connected us to a son and daughter-in-law extends one more level, connecting you to that baby. That 
baby’s unfolding story was now connected to the larger story of the generations that came before, 
interweaved with god’s presence through the ups and downs of life, moments of tears, dancing, mercy, 
strength, help. We join those generations making our song, “my soul magnifies the lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in god my savior.” 
 

December 1: Feed 
But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat   
and satisfy him with honey from the rock. –Psalm 81:16  

We feed those we love, and in the primordial days of infancy we are fed by those who love us: mother, 
father, grandmother, aunt. Before we could even speak, we received by mouth this communication of life 
and love. The communion of generations feeding and being fed. Those we love, we feed well, like a 
mother that tries to buy healthy food for their growing child or a doting grandson that gives that soft 
juicy piece of chicken for his aging grandfather. God is like that towards god’s people. 
 

December 2: Greeting 
The idea of greeting takes on a new meaning as it embodies our story with Christ as he comes into the 
world. We are not simply gathering. We are greeting each other, embraced by Jesus Christ, who made the 
whole world new with love, hope, and grace. It is that radical hospitality which spans eternity with the 
promise of the kingdom of God.  
 

December 3: Sing 
In the psalms, we hear a call to “sing aloud,” followed by a promise that the lord “will exult over you with 
loud singing as on a day of festival.” The Hebrew ָרַנן ( ranan) means “to give a ringing cry,” an emotional 
rather than an intellectual act. We may not always understand the words. But we all know as Zephaniah 
tells us, that it is the heart that sings before the voice. In advent, it’s comforting to hear that our songs 
are a part of the great song that the lord himself is singing. Let us each rejoice in the unique part our 
heart sings in anticipation of the great song of the angels to the shepherds.  
 

December 4 is the 2nd Sunday in Advent: Peace 
Today, December 4, we light the second Advent candle—the candle of Peace. 
As we light this candle, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our hearts to live in justice 
and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations. 

 

You are invited to our Blue Christmas service today at 3:00pm  
This is a service of remembrance and hope. It is a time when we can, in company with each other, 
acknowledge the sadness we feel at Christmas time. This is the time of the shortest day and 
longest night of the year, when memories of past experiences and the pain of present reality can 
become overwhelming. Recognizing that this is not a season of joy for everyone, in this service we 
will be invited to reflect on the pain, the loneliness, and the sorrow we may feel and offer it all to 
our great sign of hope, the Holy Child of Bethlehem. We pray that all of us will find hope and 
comfort in knowing that we are not alone. 

Peace 
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December 4: Bountiful 
The kingdom of heaven is a place of bounty “where the wine never runs out,” my rector once preached 
about the wedding at Cana. That phrase echoes through my head as a reminder of god’s bountiful love 
for us. Advent is a season of preparation. But is it possible that we put too much stock in preparing our 
surroundings? How can we soften and know that god’s love is already bountiful, allowing more room in 
our hearts to share the good news of that love and to bountifully share our gifts to the world this 
season?   

 

December 5: Gladness 
“The lord, your god, will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love”  
Gladness is more than just a momentary feeling; it is a state of being that has staying power. Advent is a 
season of gladness because of the sustained expectation of the coming of the Messiah, Jesus, God 
incarnate come to save us all. Gladness is linked with gratitude, and so each day, as we draw nearer to 
Christmas, and the coming of Christ, take a quiet minute to name something you’re grateful for, and 
sustain that state of gladness in your soul.  
 

December 6: Stir 
Often in scripture, “stirred up” people indicate conflict and dissent (ex. Acts 6:12 & Matt 15:11). But I 
always think of the stirred-up waters of Bethesda that were a place of healing and hope in the time of 
Jesus (John 5). What would it mean for our souls and spirits to be stirred up like the waters of our 
baptism, turning that which may be peaceful into a renewed energy and vigor? What in your own faith 
needs stirring during this time of preparation? How are you called to stir up the church?  
 

December 7: Creative Christmas Week 2 
Today, December 7, is our second mid-week Advent observance. Today we offer: 
11am | Mid-Week service followed by a soup lunch 
6pm | Dinner Youth Fundraiser—Breakfast for Dinner breakfast casseroles 
6:30pm | Peace | Christmas Crafts & Décor | Decorate provided signs, décor or shirts 

 
December 7: Exult 
The prophet Zephaniah encourages the people to “rejoice and exult with all your heart.” While advent is 
a time of preparation and waiting, advent and Christmas celebrations will likely be filled with rejoicing and 
exulting. This year, family and friends will once again be able to join together to anticipate and celebrate 
Christ’s birth with those closest to them. What is making your heart exult in this season of advent? 

 

December 8: Share 
“Share” is not a word I normally associate with advent, at least not when we feel inundated by the hustle 
and bustle of the holiday season. But the people of God are marked by a different sort of sharing: during 
advent, it’s like we take one great gulp and hold our breaths together, waiting and hoping for what’s to 
come. We share a collective longing in common, desperate for the one who will rejoice over us with 
gladness, renew us in love, and exult over us with singing. And to this different kind of sharing, we cling.  
 

December 9: Expectation 
I love advent. It is an entire liturgical season dedicated to (re)forming our expectations. From the first 
Sunday when we are invited to “cast away the works of darkness and put on the armor of light,” we are 
being prepared to recognize what is to come. We are invited to repent of the ways in which our longings 
have turned us away from God and to “greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ.” At a mundane but not 
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insignificant level, we are encouraged to practice restraint in a season of hyper-consumerism, focusing 
instead on practices of prayer, hospitality, and service. By the fourth Sunday, we cry out to God, “purify 
our conscience” because we know our worldly expectations are insufficient, often toxic. We need to be 
cleansed if we are to begin to understand the radical good news of the incarnation and the meaning of 
the coming of Christ at the end of time.  
 

December 10: Compassion 
Compassion is costly. In a world of turmoil and pain, it is easy to feel pity for those who suffer. But 
compassion is different from pity. Pity is a feeling; compassion is an action. Compassion brought Jesus 
into our world to experience our joys and griefs, our life and death. Compassion is how Jesus effected our 
salvation. Compassion calls us, too, as the body of Christ, to live alongside others in solidarity – 
to enter into their experiences and work to transform lives with the love of God that has been poured 
into our hearts in Christ Jesus. 
 

December 11 is the 3rd Sunday in Advent: Joy 
Today, December 11, we light the third Advent candle—the candle of Joy.  
As we light this candle, satisfy our hunger with your good gifts, open our eyes to the great things you 
have done for us, and fill us with patience until the coming of the Lord Jesus.  
 

You are invited to our children & youth Christmas program today at 10:30am.  

 

December 11: Repent 
“Go back.” I was walking the other day and painfully discovered a rock in my shoe. No matter how much I 
attempt to ignore it, tread lightly, or even shake it loose; it may not come out until I intentionally stop 
what I’m doing and return to this fundamental piece of my day. What could I be attempting to shake 
loose this advent season? What’s the fundamental work I should return to before I can go forward? I 
believe that to be the work of forgiveness – to repent. It’s what will make our winding roads straight, and 
the rough paths, smooth. 
 

December 12: Splendor 
In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he writes, “I thank my God every time I remember you…” he prays with 
great joy because the people of Philippi are sharing the love of Christ with others and have done so since 
the beginning. Likewise, we today are also called to share the love of Christ within the world around us. 
Do we find splendor in those around us? Do we recognize God’s light and love within ourselves? This love 
that reaches to the depths of creation is within us – how are you sharing that light and love this advent 
season?   
 

Joy 
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December 13: Messenger 
Advent is full of messengers.  The angel Gabriel announces the conception of Jesus.  John the Baptist is a 
“voice crying in the wilderness, ‘prepare the way of the lord.’”  we need messengers to get us ready to 
receive Christ.   
Advent invites us to listen and watch for such messengers.  They may not come in as dazzling a form as an 
angel; they may come in a dream, or a conversation, something that gets your attention in the natural 
world, or even something that upsets you.  All of these can be messengers from God, calling you to 
“prepare the way,” in your own heart and life, for Christ to be born.  

 

December 14: Creative Christmas Week 3 
Today, December 14, is our third mid-week Advent observance. Today we offer: 
11am | Mid-Week service followed by a soup lunch 
6pm |  Dinner Youth Fundraiser—Pizza & Salad 
6:30pm | Joy | Spreading Cheer | Bless the local community with blessing bags and prayer 
 

December 14: Offering 
Have you recently offered your friendship to an acquaintance? Did you make that offer on a house? Are 
you taking the next step offering a lifetime commitment to a partner or a child you will birth, adopt, or 
foster? If you have done these or similar things, you know that there is this moment when all your hopes 
and fears mingle. A moment where anything and everything and nothing is possible. Advent is that 
moment. We wait and hope for everything, the promised hope of Christ, as we make an offering of our 
time, attention, and whole selves.  

 

December 15: Everlasting (peace) 
Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your heart and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God.   

 
It is this closing sentence that raptures me every time.  
But how often do we revel in this peace, in a sensuous way? To not only understand the peace; but to 
allow the peace to take over our bodies, as well as our minds and souls.  
Through our liturgical dance, we are invited to revel in the everlasting peace of God. It is a peace that 
passes all understanding.  How can we allow our minds, bodies, and souls to be caught up in that deep 
peace?  
May we take the time to settle into the everlasting peace. As we do, we channel that peace to a very 
broken world.   

 
December 16: Praise 
Join the psalms in reminding us to praise God not only in the feast but also in the famine, for God is 
always with us. “The Lord upholds all those who fall…[and] near to those who call upon him” (Psalm 
145:15,19). And that is worthy of praise indeed. 
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December 17: Heart 
I’m reminded of the song: “Give Thanks” 
 Give thanks with a grateful heart,  
 give thanks to the Holy One, 
 give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. 
 And now let the weak say, “I am strong,”  
 let the poor say, “I am rich,” 
 because of what the Lord has done for us. 
 Give thanks! 
 
 

December 18 is the 4th Sunday in Advent: Love 
Today, December 18, we light the fourth Advent candle—the candle of Love.  
As we light this candle, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the word spoken by your 
prophets; restore us and give us life that we may be saved.  
 

You are invited to our annual Choral Advent Festival Service today at 10:30am.  

 

December 18: Fulfill 
The prophet Jeremiah proclaimed that the lord would fulfill the promise made to Israel, and God kept his 
promise in the coming of his son, Jesus Christ. How in turn might, we as Christians, bear witness to this 
promise kept? Paul’s 2nd epistle to Timothy offers this instruction, “as for you, always be steady, endure 
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”  Each of us has a ministry, a calling, whether 
we be laity or clergy. Fulfilling our calling might simply mean to walk the way of love, serving 
as ambassadors of God’s loving-kindness in our local communities and the world.  
 

December 19: Promise 
Advent is, of course, a season of hopeful expectation, pressing on toward the promise. It could very well 
be said that all of life is about hopeful expectation, pressing on toward the promise despite the long, hard 
journey we face. Indeed, throughout the Biblical narrative and the church’s history, we encounter faithful 
people hanging on to hope, sometimes by a slender thread, clinging to a promise far removed from their 
harsh reality. 
 

December 20: Rejoice  
Merriam-Webster offers two definitions for the word rejoice. We mostly live in the first one: to feel joy or 
great delight.  
But Merriam-Webster offers another definition for rejoice that we don’t often consider. Rejoice can also 
mean to give joy to, to gladden. In this use, it’s a transitive verb. What that means is that the verb has a 
direct object. It seems to me that this is the definition Jesus embodies. He comes to be among us, born in 
a lowly stable, to give joy to us. To gladden our hearts. To be love incarnate, love made flesh. We are the 
object of his gift of joy. 

Love 
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December 21: Creative Christmas Week 4 
Today, December 21, is our fourth mid-week Advent observance. Today we offer: 
11am | Mid-week service followed by a soup lunch 
6pm | Dinner Youth Fundraiser—Nacho Bar 
6:30pm | Love | Seasonal Sweets & Treats | Cookie decorating and cookie exchange 
 

December 21: Path 
In this pilgrim life, we are called to an ongoing journey, with God and toward God. And yet there is this 
amazing sense that, the more we travel the path away from what we know, the more familiar the 
landscape will become. My journey does not actually lead me away from myself, but toward it. You are 
called by Jesus to become more and more authentically who God created you to be. 
 

December 22: Soul 
Advent is a faith and joyful season!  Elizabeth’s greeting to Mary is a declaration of joy and faith. “Blessed 
are those who believe…”  at the heart of this mystery, there is a person: Jesus, gift of God, Em-ma-nuel, 
God with us.    
Take the time to rediscover the joy and the blessing that God gives and brings into our life.  Give him 
thanks for this life full of love to share.  God invites and blesses us.  Approach him, the source of love; so 
that love triumphs over hatred and tenderness triumphs over indifference. How do you feel this blessing 
of Christ, the faith and joy of Christ’s love in your soul?  

 

December 23: Strength 
In a circle, everything changes. Imagine standing shoulder to shoulder with an equal view and position. 
Rugged individualism fades away, accepted power norms break, human connection expands, and kinship 
is born. This is our greatest strength. Our kinship knits us together with the unconditional, abundant love 
of God. True kinship is unbreakable yet gentle, holding, honoring, and celebrating our differences while 
recognizing ourselves in the eyes of another. 

 

December 24 is Christmas Eve 
Today, December 24, we light the final candle in our advent wreath—the Christ candle. 

 

You are invited to our Christmas Eve services today at 2pm | 4pm | 6pm | 10pm  
 

 

Christmas 
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December 24: Holy 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my savior; 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
 
Mary sang in praise of God: 
and holy is his name. 
“gracious God, what is our song, 
now in this time of weeping? 
In our night of pain and grief, 
faithful voices rise toward starry skies: 
in you, o holy one, we put our trust. 
Can we find once more your promise of mercy? 
A new light shines in the darkness – 
together, we wait and rejoice. 

 

 

December 25: Child 
The birth of Jesus united earth and heaven in startling and beautiful ways. One can read the story, quite 
rightly, as a perfectly ordinary birth story, or at least as ordinary as the miracle of life can ever be. While 
Mary and Joseph have, shall we say, a complicated family situation, she gives birth with all the pain, 
beauty, and mess of any other birth. Joseph must have been a proud father.  
One can also read the story as a singular event in human history, a manifestation of God’s presence in a 
particular place. This birth is accompanied by signs and wonders. Angels proclaim God’s glory. The 
heavens shine forth with a star to lead travelers from afar to visit young Jesus. This birth seems anything 
but ordinary.  
Both stories are true, of course.  
Jesus is fully human. He enters our world in the most vulnerable way possible, as a tiny child. Jesus is born 
in a remote backwater of the Roman empire, a place that few people look toward as important. He 
comes into the world surrounded by family and ordinary people, not kings and courtiers.  
Jesus is fully divine. He enters our world in fulfillment of ancient prophecies. Jesus is born as the 
culmination of dreams and miraculous births, the heir of David and promise of Israel. He comes into the 
world surrounded by angels and wondrous signs.  
When we celebrate Christmas, we must hold both truths in tension. We cannot forget Jesus’s humanity, 
nor can we forget his divinity. It is precisely the union of earth and heaven in this one person that changes 
everything.  
We worship a God who is not remotely gazing upon us, uninterested in our hopes and fears. Instead, our 
God is willing to get right into the thick of it with us. Jesus Christ, son of the Father, knows every human 
frailty and sorrow. And he knows every human joy and strength. 
As we sing in the Christmas carol,  
“Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by; yet in thy dark streets shineth the 
everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” 
 In Christ, our hopes and fears are met—not just at Christmas but every day for all eternity. That is worth 
celebrating. Happy Christmas! 
 

You are invited to our Christmas Day service today at 10:00am  
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Christmas isn’t just one day, but a whole season! It lasts twelve days, from Christmas Day to Epiphany 
(January 6). Keep celebrating! Gather with friends and family, eat cookies, enjoy your Christmas 
decorations, watch Christmas movies, and sing all your favorite Christmas songs. Through the 12 Joyous 
Days of Christmas, we will focus on movies!  Maybe you couldn’t wait until after Christmas to watch 
these—or maybe you’re looking for a new movie to love! (Most of these movies can be found to buy, 
rent or for free on Amazon Prime or other streaming services such as christiancinema.com) 

 

December 25: The Nativity Story (G, 2006, 100min) 
This dramatic retelling of the Christmas story focuses on Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. It’s a 
no-frills, straightforward adaptation to the screen, framed by King Herod’s Massacre of the Innocents 
and the family’s escape to Egypt after Jesus’ birth.   

 

December 26: The Bishop’s Wife (NR, 1948, 110min) 
The Bishop’s Wife a 1947 movie starring Cary Grant, tells the story of the angel Dudley who is sent 
to Earth to provide spiritual guidance to a bishop hoping to build a new cathedral. Dudley is able 
to raise funds for the church, but he’s there for more important reasons — to restore the bishop’s 
family and community.  
 

December 27: Black Nativity (13+, 2013, 93mins) 
Black Nativity is based on the play of the same name by Langston Hughes. It ’s a musical drama 
about family, beginning as teenager Langston is sent to spend Christmas with his grandmother 
and reverend grandfather in New York.  
The movie features a star studded cast — Forest Whittaker, Jennifer Hudson and Mary J. Blige, to 
name a few — and it strengthens its family-focused message through the power of forgiveness.   
 

December 28: It’s a Wonderful Life (NR, 1947, 2h 10min) 
It’s a Wonderful Life is widely regarded as one of the best movies of all time. It follows banker 
George Bailey as he attempts to commit suicide, but his guardian angel intervenes. Bailey feels as 
though he’s wasted his life and is worth nothing because of the sacrifices he made to help his 
community.  
His guardian angel shows him all the ways his community would have suffered if he ’d never been 
born, highlighting his importance and kindness. The movie celebrates those who are generous and 
caring and emphasizes the importance of life, no matter how seemingly small.  
 

December 29: The Christmas Candle (PG, 2013, 1h 40min) 
This movie, based on the Max Lucado novel, takes place in a town that believes in miracles. In 17th 
century England, a couple who owns a candle shop is visited by an angel who blesses a candle. 
That candle gives miracles to whoever receives it.   
In the year the story takes place, the town receives a new priest who, at first, is something of a 
cynic. As the ceremony approaches, the village has to decide who most needs a miracle. The 
movie features performances from well-known singers Susan Boyle and Samantha Barks.   

 

December 30: A Heavenly Christmas (ALL, 2016, 1h 32min) 
This Hallmark Hall of Fame movie follows workaholic Eve as she becomes a Christmas angel after her 
early death. She quickly falls for musician Max, who she’s been tasked to help during the holiday season. 
Angels around Christmas are helpful spiritual guides for plenty of things — including finding true love. 
Expect a cheesy and fun romance, a great performance from Shirley MacLaine and plenty of Christmas 
cheer.   
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December 31: The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe  

(PG, 2005, 2h 22min) 
Four young adventurers—Lucy, Edmund, Susan, and Peter—while playing ‘hide-and-seek’ in the country 
home of an old professor, stumble upon a magical wardrobe that transports them to a place they never 
dreamed existed. Stepping through the wardrobe door, they depart World War II London for the 
spectacular "alternate universe" known as Narnia—an enchanted realm inhabited by talking animals and 
mythological creatures. 
Narnia reflects the struggles, hopes, and moral dilemmas of our own lives, and this motion picture re-
creation faithfully conveys the original story's eternal symbolism and Biblical themes. Many lessons of 
faith are found in this magical story. Viewers will discover that Narnia, a picture of the spiritual kingdom, 
is much more than just fantasy or fairy tale. The Chronicles of Narnia is one of the most entertaining and 
inspiring family films ever produced, however, it is not recommended for children under the age of 12. 

 

January 1:  The Bells of St. Mary’s (7+, 1945, 2h 6min) 
In The Bells of St. Mary’s, a priest and a nun with a friendly rivalry fight to save their school from being shut 
down. Though not explicitly a Christmas movie, a Christmas pageant at the school serves as the setting 
for a hopeful turning point in the movie. Bing Crosby plays the central priest of the movie and includes a 
soundtrack he performs.   

 
There will only be one service today, January 1, at 10:00am. 

 

January 2: The Chosen: A Story of the First Christmas (NR, 2018, 21 minutes) 
The Chosen tells the story of the first Christmas through the eyes of a shepherd whose life of suffering and 
rejection changes when he and his fellow shepherds receive a miraculous revelation. 

Simon, a disabled shepherd, struggles to keep pace with his counterparts, yet he diligently seeks to 
understand the ancient prophecies about the promised Messiah who will bring healing and hope to his 
people. Simon's weakness makes him a pariah among his fellow Israelites, especially the leader of the 
synagogue who is disgusted by his imperfection. Simon seems doomed to a life of pain and struggle as an 
outsider until a miraculous revelation allows him to to be part of the greatest moment in history. 
Produced and directed by Dallas Jenkins  
 

January 3: The Ultimate Gift (PG, 2007, 1h 57min) 
An extremely wise and wealthy grandfather gives his shallow, spoiled grandson the ultimate inheritance. 
In The Ultimate Gift, Jason Stevens, played by Drew Fuller, learns there's more to life than money. Instead 
of the expected cash windfall, "Red" Stevens (James Garner) has prepared 12 gifts to be given to his 
grandson after his death. The series of gifts, leading up to the ultimate gift, takes Jason on a challenging 
journey of personal growth and self-discovery. With its aim toward inspiration and spiritual 
entertainment, this film hits the ultimate target.  
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January 4: The Note (7+, 2007, 1h 27min) 
While investigating a deadly plane crash, a newspaper reporter recovers a hurriedly written note left 
behind by one of the crash victims. With her life about to be forever changed, journalist Peyton 
MacGruder (Genie Francis) sets out on an emotional journey determined to find the note's intended 
recipient and deliver the heartfelt message in time for Christmas. 

Based on Christian writer Angela Hunt's novel by the same name, this touching drama ranked 3rd in all-
time ratings as a Hallmark Channel Original Movie. The Note has also been awarded a 4-Dove family rating 
by The Dove Foundation. If you've forgotten that miracles still come true, this story offers a warm and 
hope-filled reminder. 

 

January 5: The Fourth Wiseman (13+, 1985, 1h 11min) 
He gave the greatest gift of all. 
Based on Henry van Dyke’s classic, The Story of the Other Wise Man, this fictional story set in Biblical 
times is told in gently comic terms. 
A Magi named Artaban (Martin Sheen) sees a sign in the heavens that he hopes will lead him and his 
faithful servant to the Messiah. Artaban takes with him three precious gifts to present to the Messiah. For 
33 years Artaban pursues Jesus, only to miss Him at every turn. Along the way, Artaban uses his gifts to 
help people in dire need. He now has nothing to present to the Messiah when he finds Him. The story 
culminates on Easter Sunday as Artaban, old and dying, finally encounters the new King, bringing peace 
to his life. 
A deeply moving experience examining what true faith really means. 
Starring Martin Sheen and Alan Arkin. 
 

January 6: Chasing the Star (13+, 2017, 1h 36min) 
Chasing the Star is based on a historical fiction account of three Wise Men, or Magi, who are on a mission 
to find and worship the Messiah. Through their personal struggles, challenging journey, and life-altering 
spiritual transformation, the three Magi encounter their true purpose in life. 
While Chasing the Star is not appropriate for young children, older kids and adults will appreciate the 
imaginative story-telling, absorbing plot, and formidable acting. The film has received a 5 rating by The 
Dove Foundation for faith and integrity. 
 

Other movies to check out: 

 

The Star (PG, 2017, 1h 26min) 
Animated movie The Star tells the nativity story from the perspective of a donkey, Bo, who takes refuge in 
the house of Mary and Joseph before they depart for Bethlehem and ends up helping the couple avoid 
the nefarious plans of King Herod.   
 

A Charlie Brown Christmas (NR, 1965, 1h 12min) 
A Charlie Brown Christmas is a Christmas favorite that’s sweet, funny and nostalgic in one — a must 
watch for all ages. It begins with a rejection of consumerism at Christmas and culminates with the 
powerful recitation of a portion of the Christmas story at a pageant. It ’s all about the true meaning 
of Christmas.  
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The Little Drummer Boy (NR, 1968, 26min) 
The Little Drummer Boy, a stop motion animation special, is based on the song by the same name. It’s 
short, simple and sweet, culminating in the boy Aaron witnessing the birth of Jesus and playing his drum. 
It’s also good for kids, emphasizing the beauty of innocence and reverence for Jesus.   

 

The Little Drummer Boy Book II (NR, 1976, 24min) 
Find out what happens to the little drummer boy next as he teams up with Melchior as they try to save 
the silver bells from Roman soldiers. 
 

Polar Express (G, 2004, 1h 36min) 
Some say this film is destined to become It's A Wonderful Life of this generation. The Polar Express is a 
touching story about a boy who has started to "grow out of" his belief in Santa until one magical 
Christmas Eve when he boards the train that takes him to the North Pole. 
Produced using a technique called "performance capture," which accurately translates live performances 
into all-digital characters, the animation is so lifelike that it's almost eerie. Based on Chris Van Allsburg's 
children's book bearing the same name, this story is already a modern-day holiday classic. 
 

The Muppet Christmas Carol (G, 1992, 1h 25min) 
This movie is pure holiday fun, muppet style. In his PluggedInOnline review, Bob Smithouser said, "In 
1993, Charles Dickens must have been rolling in his grave ... with laughter. That's when Walt Disney 
Studios and Jim Henson Productions released The Muppet Christmas Carol, a song-filled celebration of 
kindness and virtue. In fact, Dickens' classic tale of a miser's redemption has never featured more 
warmth, wit or off-the-wall characters." 
Most Christian families would agree with this assessment. Clever, amusing, appropriate for almost all age 
levels, and packed with fantastic moral lessons, The Muppet Christmas Carol, is not only a tale of God's 
love and redemption but perhaps the best muppet movie ever made. 
 

The Preacher’s Wife (13+, 1996, 2h 3min) 
The Preacher’s Wife is a remake of the 1947 original, starring Denzel Washington as the angel Dudley and 
Whitney Houston as the preacher’s wife. Houston is the real star, both radiant as an actress and a singer. 
The accompanying gospel soundtrack is performed by Houston and features The Georgia Mass Choir, 
Monica, Faith Evans and more.   
 

The Farmer and the Belle (ALL, 2020, 1h 30min) 
The Farmer and the Belle is a genre crossover of sorts between a Hallmark Christmas movie and a faith-
based film. Aging model Belle Winters returns to her childhood home in pursuit of true beauty. There, she 
kindles a romance with a childhood friend and finds beauty where she least expects it. The movie 
explores faith in the context of a sweet romance.   
 

From christiancinema.com: 
Christmas on the Coast 
Christmas Manger 
The Least of These 
Christmas Angel 
The Christmas Project 
My First Miracle 
Christmas with a Capital C 
The Perfect Gift 
Angels in the Snow 

http://www.pluggedin.com/movie-reviews/muppetchristmascarol/
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-redemption-700693
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January 6 is the Feast of Epiphany 

Have a home blessing. Notice what you are thankful for in each room of your home, and ask for God’s 
blessing (“God, bless our kitchen and the conversations we have there”).  

Continue the celebration with other Epiphany traditions, like burning pine branches or eating king cake. 

The tradition of blessing the home on Epiphany is an ancient custom in the Church. The custom focuses 
on the day when the Magi, or the Three Wise Men, entered the home of the holy family where they 
brought their gifts of Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh, to a young (about 2 years old) Jesus Christ. 
This is a simple, but profound way to start the new year—welcoming Christ to bless your home for the 
new year.  
 
Gather some chalk and be ready to write: 20 + C  + M + B + 22 over your door. 
 
The letters C, M, B have two meanings. They are the initials of the traditional names of the three magi: 
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. They also represent the Latin words “Christus mansionem benedicat” 
which means  “May Christ bless the house.” The “+” signs symbolize the cross and the 20 and the 23 
represent the year, 2023.  
Gather around the entry to your home and pray the following together. 
 

Epiphany 

20+C+M+B+23 
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Epiphany House Blessing: 

 
May peace be to this house and to all who enter here. 
By wisdom a house is built and through understanding it is established; 
through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. (Proverbs 24:3-4) 
 
As we prepare to ask God’s blessing on this house, let us listen to the words of scripture. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through Him, and without Him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in Him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 
The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth. From His fullness, we have all received grace upon grace. (John 1:1-4, 14, 16) 
 
Write the appropriate character (left) while speaking the text (right). 
 
The magi of old, known as 
C  Caspar, 
M Melchior, and 
B  Balthasar 
followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell among us 
20 two thousand 
23 and twenty-three years ago. 
+ Christ, bless this house, 
+ and remain with us throughout the new year. 
 
Prayer of Blessing 
 
O God, you revealed your Son to all people by the shining light of a star. We pray that you bless this home 
and all who live here with your gracious presence. May your love be our inspiration, your wisdom our 
guide, your truth our light, and your peace our benediction; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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C o p y r i g h t  A c k n o w l e d g m e n t s  

Daily words adapted by Jessica Robinson from #AdventWord 

KOG Advent & Christmas  

schedule of events 2022 

Sunday, November 27 | 1st week in Advent | Services at 8 & 10:30 
Wednesday, November 30 | 1st Creative Christmas | Hope 

11am | Mid-Week service followed by a soup lunch 
6pm | Dinner Youth Fundraiser—Spaghetti Dinner 

6:30pm | Hope | Reason for the Season | Christmas Themed Paint Night 
Sunday, December 4 | 2nd week in Advent | Services at 8 & 10:30  
Blue Christmas Service | Sunday, December 4 | 3pm  
Wednesday, December 7 | 2nd Creative Christmas | Peace 

11am | Mid-week service followed by a soup lunch 
6pm | Dinner Youth Fundraiser—Breakfast for Dinner breakfast casseroles 
6:30pm | Peace | Christmas Crafts & Décor | Decorate provided signs, décor or shirts 

Sunday, December 11 | 3rdweek in Advent | Services at 8 & 10:30 | Children’s Christmas Program at 10:30 
Wednesday, December 14 | 3rd Creative Christmas | Peace 

11am | Mid-week service followed by a soup lunch 
6pm | Dinner Youth Fundraiser—Pizza & Salad 
6:30pm | Joy | Spreading Cheer | Bless the local community with blessing bags and prayer 

Sunday, December 18 | 4thweek in Advent | Services at 8 & 10:30 | Choral Advent Festival Service at 10:30 
Wednesday, December 14 | 4th Creative Christmas | Love 

11am | Mid-Week service followed by a soup lunch 
6pm | Dinner Youth Fundraiser—Nacho Bar 
6:30pm | Love | Seasonal Sweets & Treats | Cookie decorating and cookie exchange 

Saturday, December 24 | Christmas Eve | services at 2pm • 4pm • 6pm • 10pm 
The Online Christmas Eve service will go live at 2:00pm and the 4pm service will be livestreamed 

Sunday, December 25 | Christmas Day | service at 10:00 
Sunday, January 1 | service at 10:00 
 
All regular services, Blue Christmas and the 4pm Christmas Eve service will be livestreamed. There will be 
a special online service specifically geared to those at home for Christmas Eve that will be available to 
watch beginning at 2pm MST.  “Christmas Eve at Home” kits may be picked up in the church office M-Th, 
8-4pm, or in the narthex on Sunday mornings until December 22. 


