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 December 4, 2022 

 Blue Christmas 

3:00pm & Online 
                                                                                          

Welcome to King of Glory!  We are a multi-generational community that embraces diversity and 
strives for all God’s people to feel welcomed and affirmed.  We invite you to journey with us as 
we worship, grow in faith, and serve in Jesus’ name.  *Indicates places you are invited to stand, 
as you are able. Congregational responses are in bold. 

                                                                                          

Welcome to this Blue Christmas service, a time when we can, in company with each other, 
acknowledge the sadness we feel at Christmas time.  This is the time of the shortest day and 

longest night of the year when memories of past experiences and the pain of present reality can 
become overwhelming.  Recognizing that this is not a season of joy for everyone, in this service 
we will be invited to reflect on the pain, the loneliness, and the sorrow we may feel and offer 
it all to our great sign of hope, the Holy Child of Bethlehem.  We pray that all of us will find 

hope and comfort in knowing that we are not alone. 

As you arrive, you are invited to write the name of the person or the situation 
causing you pain on a strip of cloth. There is no limit to the number of people you 

can remember in this way.  These will be used later in the service. 

King of  Glory Lutheran Church        2085 E.  Southern Ave, Tempe AZ 85282  

480-838-0477           email :  info@kogaz.org          www.kogaz.org  
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GATH ER  
 

 
 
We light our first candle a single light that the deepest darkness cannot conquer – 
small – insignificant  
but a sign of hope.  
 

all: Let it speak to us of the tiny flame of hope buried within us –  
the stubborn little light that refuses to be extinguished by all that life has thrown at it.  
 
We light our second candle 
a companion to the first –equally small – equally insignificant – 
but witnessing to hope that another light brings.  
 

all: Let it speak to us of the lights of companionship – 
of our families and our friends – 
of strangers and kindnesses found in unexpected places that restored our hope in human nature. 
 
We light our third candle 
recalling nights of watching and waiting – 
sleepless – anxious 
when dawn seemed to ebb further from the horizon 
and hope seemed forlorn. 
 

all: Let it speak to us of the sureness of morning – 
of the passing of darkness 
of suffering – 
and the promise of an eternal sunrise 
dawning for those we have loved and lost 
and dawning too for us – 
though we may yet be in that darkest hour before the dawn. 
 
We light our fourth candle – 
marking the closing of the Advent season 
and the immediacy of Christmas – 
a time of peace and joy we may not ourselves feel able to welcome – 
as our spirits dwell in dark and wintriness.  
 

all: Let it speak to us of hope – 
of being together in this place of healing and wholeness – 
of our companionship this night 
at the turning of the year – 
of faith that we and those we have loved and lost 
are held eternally in the hand of the One who brought light into being – 
and who knows each one of us by name.  
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  Wait for the Lord—ELW 262 

 

CALL  TO  CONFESSION  

 
Dear Lord, we come to you this day to express our failures and 
confusion regarding our relationship with you: 
 

all:  You know that we come to you with heavy hearts that we find hard to 
 unburden. It is particularly in this time of year when the darkness of 
 long solstice nights collide with the brilliance of Christmas lights, that 
 we find it hard to express our losses. 
 
We may be confused, sad, lonely, and feeling our losses without remembering 
that you are always there to support us. We tend even toward anger at you, 
Lord, because we feel in some way it is your will that we are unhappy. 
Sometimes we feel cut off from you because we allow our many hurts to 
engulf us. We lack trust in you. 
 

 all: Open us to the understanding that you are the source of all love and we 
 need not feel so alone in our grief. Grant us wisdom to know that you— 
 most of all—can be trusted, and that you are with us, especially when we are at our absolute 
worst.  
 

A SSURANCE  OF  PARDON         
 
Let us open our lives to God’s healing presence and receive our Lord’s acceptance of us! 
 

all:  We know, God of Love, that you are always with us even in our very 
 darkest of times. We know that you forgive our many transgressions 
 and that by leaning into your infinite patience and strength, we receive 
 your mercy, your care, and your grace today. Amen. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel—ELW 257, verses 1, 5 & 8 

 
5  O come, O Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heav’nly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. 
 
8 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
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HEARING THE WORD 
 
 

O LD  T ESTAMENT  R EADING      Isaiah 40: 1-5; 28-31 
 

1 Comfort, O comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
    that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
    and all flesh shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
    his understanding is unsearchable. 
29 He gives power to the faint 
    and strengthens the powerless. 
30 Even youths will faint and be weary, 
    and the young will fall exhausted, 
31 but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; 
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; 
    they shall walk and not faint. 

 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
 
NEW  T ESTAMENT  R EADING      John 14: 26-27 

        
26 But the Advocate,[k] the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything 
and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.  
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+14&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26684k
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M EDITATION            A God Who Cares  Pastor Rachael Dales 
 

PRAYER      

 
God of mercy,  
 

all: Hear our prayer in this Advent season for ourselves, 
 and for our families and friends who live with the struggles of illness 
 and the pain of loss. We ask for strength for today, courage for tomorrow, 
 and peace for the past. We ask these things in the name of Christ, 
 who shares our life in joy and sorrow, death and new birth, despair and 
 promise. Amen. 

 
 

Comfort, Comfort Now My People—ELW 256 

REMEMBERING: CLOTH FOR THE CRADLE 
 

You are invited at this time to place your strips of cloth in the cradle. 

 

A R EADING  FROM  JOHN  1   
 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 
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What Child is This—ELW 296 

 
Into the darkness of our gathering we brought light – 
 

all: To speak to us of a light stronger than darkness. 
 
Our treasured memories woven to create cloth for a cradle – 
 

all: A cloth enfolding the Child who in turn enfolds our loved ones – who enfold us. 
 
We gathered as friends – as families – as strangers. 
 

all: We gathered in solidarity of sorrow and prepare to part with the promise of compassionate 
remembering – the cloth of our pains woven into a symbol of hope and of love. 
 
And may the God of all compassion – himself acquainted with grief and anguish of heart walk 
alongside each of us over Christmas reminding us that the life started in a stable in Bethlehem 
opened the way to eternal life for us and for those we love.  

all: Amen. 
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King of Glory’s Sanctuary has a telecoil hearing loop system that surrounds the space, including the choir 
area. If you wear hearing aids or cochlear implants equipped with a telecoil, please switch on your telecoil 
when the service begins.  If you are hard of hearing, but do not regularly wear a hearing device, ask an 
usher for a headset.  Turn on the receiver when the service begins. 

C o p y r i g h t  A c k n o w l e d g m e n t s  
Hymns and Liturgy: sundaysandseasons.com License SAS011077 Penitential Litany: onelicense.net Bible Readings: New Revised Standard Version (NRSV): 

 sundaysandseasons.com License SAS011077 

B ENEDICTION             
 
May the power and the mystery go before us, to show us the way, 
 shine above us to lighten our world, 
 lie beneath us to bear us up, 
 walk with us and give us companionship, 
 and glow and flow within us to bring us joy. 
 

all: Amen. 
 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem—ELW 279 


