
F IRST  R EADING       First Kings 17: 1-4, 8-16 
 
1Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the LORD the God of Israel lives, before 
whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word." 2The word of the 
LORD came to him, saying, 3Go from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the Wadi Cherith, 
which is east of the Jordan. 4You shall drink from the wadi, and I have commanded the ravens to feed 
you there.But after a while the wadi dried up, because there was no rain in the land. 
8Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 9Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live 
there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you. 10So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he 
came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, "Bring me a 
little water in a vessel, so that I may drink." 11As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, "Bring 
me a morsel of bread in your hand." 12But she said, "As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, 
only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may 
go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die." 13Elijah said to her, "Do not 
be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and 
afterwards make something for yourself and your son. 14For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar 
of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the 
earth." 15She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. 
16The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that 
he spoke by Elijah.  
 
 

P SALM  24  — Lord, this is the People that Longs to See Your Face.      

    
The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, the world, and those who dwell in it.  
It is God who set it on the seas; the rivers God made it firm. R 
 
Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? Who shall stand in God’s holy place?  
The clean of hands and pure of heart, whose soul is not set on vain things. R 
 
Blessings from the Lord shall they receive, and right reward from the God who saves them.  
Such are the people who seek God, who seek the face of the God of Jacob. R  



 
SECOND  R EADING     Hebrews 12:1-13 
 

1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking 
to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so that you may not grow weary 
or lose heart. 4In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 
5And you have forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as children — 
 "My child, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
 or lose heart when you are punished by him; 
 6for the Lord disciplines those whom he loves, 
 and chastises every child whom he accepts." 
7Endure trials for the sake of discipline. God is treating you as children; for what child is there whom a 
parent does not discipline? 8If you do not have that discipline in which all children share, then you are 
illegitimate and not his children. 9Moreover, we had human parents to discipline us, and we respected 
them. Should we not be even more willing to be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10For they 
disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, in order that 
we may share his holiness. 11Now, discipline always seems painful rather than pleasant at the time, but 
later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 
12Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13and make straight paths for your 
feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.  
 
 

GOSPEL  LESSON         Mark 8:31-38 

 

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this 
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things." 

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with 
the holy angels."  


