
F IRST  R EADING        Genesis 22:1-2, 6-13 
1After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 2He said, 
"Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as 
a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you." 6Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them 
walked on together. 7Isaac said to his father Abraham, "Father!" And he said, "Here I am, my son." He 
said, "The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" 8Abraham said, "God 
himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son." So the two of them walked on together. 
9When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in 
order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out 
his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and 
said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 12He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 
anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, 
from me." 13And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and 
took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.  

 
 
SECOND  R EADING     2 Corinthians 8:1-12 

1We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted to the 
churches of Macedonia; 2for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3For, as I can testify, they voluntarily 
gave according to their means, and even beyond their means, 4begging us earnestly for the privilege of 
sharing in this ministry to the saints — 5and this, not merely as we expected; they gave themselves first 
to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, 6so that we might urge Titus that, as he had already made a 
beginning, so he should also complete this generous undertaking among you. 7Now as you excel in 
everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you — so we 
want you to excel also in this generous undertaking. 
8I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love against the earnestness of 
others. 9For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. 10And in this matter I am giving my 
advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year not only to do something but even to desire to do 
something — 11now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to 
your means. 12For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has — not 
according to what one does not have.  
 
 

GOSPEL  LESSON         Luke 18:18-25 

 
18A certain ruler asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 19Jesus said to 

him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 20You know the commandments: 'You 
shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 
Honor your father and mother.'" 21He replied, "I have kept all these since my youth." 22When Jesus heard 
this, he said to him, "There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and distribute the money to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." 23But when he heard this, he became 
sad; for he was very rich. 24Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for those who have wealth to 
enter the kingdom of God! 25Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God."  


